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Continuous Determination of Trace Silver, Cadmium and Thallium
in Geochemical Sampies by Flame Atomic Absorption
Spectrophotometry with KI-MIBK Extraction

XIAO Fan, XU Chong-ying, XING Gang, FU Ai-rut
( The Geoanalytical Laboratory of Hebei, Baoding 071051, China)

Abstract: A method for continuous determination of trace Ag, Cd and Tl in geochemical samples by flame
atomic absorption spectrophotometry with KI-MIBK extraction was developed. The sensitivity and signal stability
for these elements were remarkably improved by modification of gas control system and nebulizer of flame atomic
absorption spectrophotometer. The extraction condition was also optimized with 1.2 mol/L. HCl extraction system
and phase ratio ( A/O ) of 3: 1 ~4: 1. At the optimum conditions the detection limits ( 35 ) were 0. 004 wg/g
for Ag, 0.007 wg/g for Cd and 0. 011 wg/g for Tl. The precisions ( RSD,n =12 ) of the method for Ag, Cd and
Tl were 4.5% ~9.6% , 1.5% ~7.9% and 4.5% ~5.4% respectively. The method has been applied to the
determination of these elements in internal control samples and National Standard Reference Materials with satis-
factory results.
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pe/g o EVET, I E M FRE S R A Ag AT Cd T
R SHEEE RIS a0t
JEREED ) R OEREE S T TR R T
AN RE o ITAFER, A5 AR TS IR ICP - MS )L
B ARG BRI v RS 2 B, 98 AR R
JRHE Ag.Cd FI TGz -1

FER — KM ST WM A3 Y6 BE o S — Pl o 4R
faT (e 0 s PRt S A AT i, T RO v
SR, R BB AT, A IR 2
VR BRI R 45 S (SR T E Ag Cd T1? )
TAEE AL, A S R EM DR

WAL AR — B LR T L HER( KT - MIBK )Z$H -
AT R B 2 A3 5 P AR
Ag CARE "' ASCRA KI - MIBK #H - K
JEF IR A S G R I S S M R AL 2R v Ag
Cd AT, 38 3% KA ST W o 66 T
il 2R G0 S S5 Mg (et AR fhade 48 25 SR i
PR Ty VR R 2 B A R U . ik
5 P, A FRAT & 22 B AR HERAb 24 R A A K
Ko Wi oK o 3 A X [ S — b vE ) o 1 0
K%, 54t e B Rl 60 5 A A R )
TR,

1 SEEEs
1.1 A8 B TRk
GGX -2 RUJFFHUS o Y6 RE T AL R
FALESA PR ] ), 88 i B e E A O AT
SUESEIT TGRS A BR A ] ).
SR RS R RE I Ak g,
iR - ZHVSBEAT IR A L A8
FAWS BN E 4 ~5 L/min, £ F-51.0
mL/min, {8 TAESEWFE 1.

#1 U TESE

Operating conditions for the instrument

Table 1

i PR JTmG bt AR 2 faRE

A/nm i/mA /nm p/(L-+min~!) W& U/V
Ag 328.1 0.5~1.0 0.2 4-~5 /N <350
Cd 228.8 2-~2.5 0.2 4-~5 s <350
Tl 276.8 5~6 0.2 4-~5 W/ <350

1.2 beifEiAug

1.2.1 ARPRUEA
FREUES 26 AgNO, 0. 7874 g & Tk, Im A

5 mL HNO, ,# A 500 mL fZ 625 i, K ik =

ZIRE HEA) & M. iAW p( Ag) =1.000 g/L.
o =1% (IR, T H ) B HNO, & %M B,
Be il Ag bR TAEWRL p( Ag) 1=5.0 mg/L 1.
1.2.2  iRPUE TR

PRI 24 JB %% 0. 5000 g T 250 mL kR,
JIA 10 mL HNO, % f# J5 , B A 500 mL 25 & i,
KR ZZIE, & M. WS p( Cd) =
1.000 g/L. FH @ = 1% %) HNO, & % B, Bie i %
Cd b TAEWL p( Cd ) =5.0 mg/L ],
1.2.3 iRl

PRI 4142 J@ %2 100 mg T 100 mL BEMr
JIA10 mL HNO, .5 ii% H, S0, , & T i #u b
INIRES AR 5T, FHAKIZEL, B A 100 mL &,
FKH R R 20 B, B 5 & . BBl p( TL) =
1.000 g/Lo FH/KZE R RE, Bo bl B T1 A5 fE TAE W
[ p(T1) =50 mg/L ],
1.2.4 REIRAETAR

Ag . Cd Tl AR TAER T ( Ag.Cd A1 Tl
SHEAHN0.5.0.5.5.0 mg/L): W H Ag.Cd F1 Tl
FRUE TAEWA 10.00 mL T 100 mL &85, imA
1.0 mL HCL, HIZKF B EZI B 3250, &

TRAHRE TVEMIN Ag.Cd F1 T & 5454 0.05
0.05.0.50 mg/L ): M3 10. 00 mL IRShriE T/
F 100 mL &, KRR 208 35 4 H .
1.3 R

KT FIHL IR i BRI A FRER 30 ¢ K1.25 ¢ iR
AR , /KL #1 A% 100 mL RS .

BUER 1ML R A1 MIBK , HC1, HNO, . HF F1 HCIO,
BIR o3 Bl K oy IR K
1.4 bdE RAIACHIANE 42

W WOR A bR ifE TAEWI 0.0.5.1.0.1.5.2.0,
4.0.6.0.10 mL FIVRAFRUE TAEWKT 2.0.4.0 mL T
25 mL HAAE T A 3 mL ¢ =50% () HC1 .2 mL KI
FCIR M FRVE B, PR BRI HIAE 15 mL 245, 42
5], BELBRSHSAR, B Ag .Cd FEHR
0.000.0. 025.0. 050.0. 075 .0. 10.0. 20.0.30.0. 50,
1.0.2.0 ug ATl &4 0.00.0.25.0.50.0.75.1.0,
2.0.3.0.5.0.10 .20 pg MIARHEZRS.
1.5 KRR 7 265 2

FREC1.0000 ~1.5000 g #d: T 50 mL 2R PUFKR
BT MR 10 mL HC1.15 mL HF .5 mL
HNO, #1 3 mL HCIO, , F15 i B #bz _E i #horfig 2=
HCIO, B M4, A /DB K shPE AR BE, RN A S mL
HNO, , 4k &2 43 fi¢ & HClO, H M E R, H 3 mL
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S H LA AR - PSR TR AT AR - SO RO B S kAL S R B R 5 26 B

© =50% 1 HCL E#GR B, IF A oK i dh 2 58
YRR T, BN 25 mL L, AR R 5 R AR
13 mLZEAT, IA 2 mL KI FIH0ER I BR TR & e, 3%
7,20 min J5 I MIBK 4.0 mL #1748, FHEIEY
100 WK, @&, )2, Frll
1.6 g

TEVEE AR TAES BT, T MIBK A HL
A AT IO WA 6 G BE TR E

2 giRS5ihe
2.1 AXES g
2.1.1  SEEEEH R G et

KGR F WA e BT B R R S
Bij 1k CHRIA T K, — AR T A sh g, |
WMo SRS ORI A S R - SRS AT
AT —THANFG A A 08 PR SR BT, R H T R DG
P AT B SR s xS T AR BRI E , T
TEA NPT, U I 22 R - 2R R
PR KAGIRBE AT R . AR ORI 75 2 — 1 g
EEHTHZER - CRERSG, RA SO
TR T, ARl R - 28 - BHLN
fic Lb A 3, SEE KB BRPE I 5] R e

AT R B 25 S0 2B s T F R )it
fifi LR R RENS AN S22 KR AR LR . 52
IR 7E MIBK /M 28 i N 4 ~5 L/min,
A /NIRRT LA RN O AT, ]
FREMRBERN A Fa e A S0 K M (H 24 MIBK 58 42
AFEAERT , KIGTCHRERE , ANFEAE S B K B fER:
2.1.2 SR FEMEL

A I KN I E RS SRR
KIS, ST 3G T, S Ak ARy, R R, X
SEA . R 28 S i A AR e P Sk R 25 I e R
WRE . AR AR, DA A R . SCIR ik
BRI N4 ~5 L/min,

FACER TR M S T AR G SR R . 3
7K AR ZE AL 28X A WA I 5 S5 A OR AN =, AR
B, LRI T RE S T A PUEZE LSS X
FALARXT MIBK A & B4 ZAR0CR . A #L
MEALERAES S E N 4 ~5 L/min $2THE A 1.0
ml/min  ZH G AR/ SRAE T, BEAS B ER B Y
REGE . XF Ag W E , REUE AT 5 £%.

2.2 FRPUSRMR R
2.2.1 FEHREE
AR JE X 2 BUROCR S R 3 AR HUIR B
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H}0.6 ~4.8 mol/L i, RFE M A BUHCR 5 {H R B a3
e IF, MIBK B %5 fife B 185 K. S 00 3k B R BE Ry
1.2 mol/L HCI,
2.2.2 JKMEAHVAHE L

P D W3 — 2 B, KA 5 HLAHE LE R /)N 26
BT I 1) . S2 6 e B K A -5 A HLARIA FR I
FER3: 1 ~4: 1, FHRHHIL 100 K.
2.3 IfELENRm

TE KI - HrdR i iR & h , 28 MIBK 2 HUS 48K
WA ITCER Y Ag Cd.T1 43 8. i AF P W
Pb.Cu.Zn.In.Bi . Hg.Au.Te As 1 Sb '*’, 1000 1%
H(Ag0.1 pg.Cd0. 1 pg TI 1.0 pg )AFEMIME
2.4 JFEMKIER

PR MR S SR AL TR 45 12 NS R, 4
BINA Ag 0.01 pg.Cd 0.01 pg FITLO. 1 pg FEFTI
SE AR IR ZE s ), A 3s HEAGBRC L, ).

H2e 2 45 1A W, A0 ARG FR O Ag 0.004
pe/g.Cd 0. 007 pe/g AT 0.0l pg/g, 552 Hir
MR A S M W R

#£2  HFIEMKBIR
Table 2 Detection limits of the method for Ag, Cd and Tl

wy/(pg e g™") Ly
AR A X s
0.008 0.009 0.009 0.011

Ag 0.012 0.009 0.009 0.010 0.0093 0.0012  0.004
0.008 0.009 0.008 0.010

0.014 0.012 0.011 0.011

o (pgrg™)

Cd 0.015 0.017 0.014 0.015 0.013 0.0024  0.007
0.010 0.010 0.014 0.016
0.009 0.016 0.011 0.018

Tl 0.010 0.016 0.012 0.012 0.015 0.0037  0.011

0.015 0.020 0.019 0.018

2.5 JiENRSERE

VEHUE R — WA fEY) L GBW 07317, GBW
07423 Fll GBW 07429 , 4% 5 73 fifk S & S A0 JR kAT
12 R, AR XS AR AR 22 RSD ), th 3 3 25 2%
AL, BT RIKEE R Ag 4. 5% ~9.6% .Cd
1.5% ~7.9% M T14.5% ~5.4%
2.6 JiEMHERIEE

X R — W AR AEY LK R UL Y GBW
07301a. GBW 07302 ~ GBW 07308, # 41 GBW
07103 ~ GBW 07106 Fil +1% GBW 07401 ~ GBW
07408 KRS IEATINE, 3 4 2550 W, e ES
FRUE(EVI A I D7 n] 17
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Table 3  Precision test of the method wy/(pg-g™")
GBW 07317 GBW 07423 GBW 07429
TR RSD/% RSD/% RSD/%
SRURE x SO E X SrURilE x
0.025 0.027 0.024 0.028 0.072 0.067 0.064 0.069 0.19 0.15 0.16 0.17
Ag 0.026 0.030 0.025 0.023 0.027 9.6 0.075 0.069 0.066 0.066 0.069 4.5 0.17 0.17 0.16 0.15 0.16 6.5
0.029 0.031 0.027 0.024 0.070 0.069 0.073 0.071 0.17 0.17 0.15 0.17
0.042 0.045 0.050 0.044 0.090 0.093 0.092 0.085 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.20
Cd 0.051 0.048 0.040 0.041 0.046 7.9 0.08 0.091 0.093 0.087 0.090 4.5 0.19 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.20 1.5
0.049 0.046 0.047 0.043 0.097 0.090 0.091 0.094 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.20
0.31 0.29 0.30 0.32 0.52 0.55 0.58 0.58 0.61 0.68 0.61 0.69
Tl 0.30 0.28 0.29 0.32 0.30 4.5 0.58 0.59 0.56 0.61 0.58 4.9 0.65 0.71 0.65 0.62 0.65 5.4
0.30 0.31 0.28 0.30 0.61 0.61 0.58 0.55 0.69 0.64 0.62 0.63

4 bR

Table 4  Analytical results of elements in standard samples

e w(Ag)/(pgeg™') wlCd)/pgg™) WM/ pg-g™")

BT M WGEE RREM WEEH bR weE®
GBW 07301a 0.036  0.032 0.11 0.099 0.67 0.71
GBW 07302 0.066  0.064 0.065  0.058 1.9 2.3
GBW 07303 0.59 0.57 0.10 0.10 0.58 0.54
GBW 07304 0.084  0.080 0.19 0.19 1.2 1.2
GBW 07305  0.36 0.34 0.82 0.88 1.16 1.22
GBW 07306  0.36 0.34 0.43 0.39 1.08 0.96
GBW 07307 1.05 1.05 1.05 1.13 0.93 0.91
GBW 07308 0.062  0.064 0.081  0.078 0.78 0.81
GBW 07103  0.033  0.030 0.029  0.030 1.93 2.12
GBW 07104 0.071  0.072 0.061  0.057 0.16 0.17
GBW 07105 0.040  0.035 0.067  0.062 0.12 0.12
GBW 07106  0.062  0.066 0.060  0.057 0.36 0.36
GBW 07401  0.35 0.32 4.3 4.5 1.0 11
GBW 07402 0.054  0.058 0.071  0.064 0.62 0.58
GBW 07403  0.091  0.089 0.060  0.061 0.48 0.50
GBW 07404  0.070  0.062 0.35 0.37 0.94 0.98
GBW 07405 4.4 4.6 0.45 0.46 1.6 1.4
GBW 07406 0.20 0.20 0.13 0.12 2.4 2.1
GBW 07407  0.057  0.049 0.080  0.074 0.21 0.18
GBW 07408  0.060  0.062 0.13 0.11 0.58 0.54

O TI P 5E AR T 0. 20 pg/g B, R HUS BURE, MIBK # B FR

2 mLEATIE o

#£5

LA A BRUERERA Y IE

Table 5 Analytical results of elements in the

cryptogrammic mixed standard samples

wy/( g g™ ) wy/(pg-g™")
e winy

Az Cd T Az Gl T
DHB1 0.069 0.14 0.61 || DHB 16 0.089 0.083 0.52
DHB2 0.031 0.068 0.48 || DHB17 0.13 0.15 0.64
DHB3 0.065 0.063 0.42 | DHB 18 0.050 0.086 0.63
DHB4 0.059 0.11 0.38 || DHB19 0.13 0.28 0.78
DHB5 0.095 0.19 0.54 | DHB20 0.11 0.24 0.92
DHB6 0.053 0.079 0.47 || DHB21 0.060 0.061 1.50
DHB7 0.093 0.13 1.20 | DHB22 0.045 0.083 0.27
DHBS 0.041 0.058 0.56 | DHB23 0.088 0.12 0.55
DHB9 0.035 0.029 0.46 | DHB24 0.073 0.11 0.57
DHB 10 0.032 0.083 0.48 | DHB25 0.072 0.070 0.33
DHB 11 0.075 0.066 0.49 || DHB26 0.081 0.13 0.65
DHB 12 0.075 0.11 0.63 | DHB27 0.091 0.23 0.57
DHB 13 0.075 0.078 0.67 || DHB28 0.12 0.12 0.73
DHB 14 0.046 0.054 1.08 | DHB29 0.60 0.49 0.97
DHB 15 0.084 0.095 0.63 | DHB30 0.051 0.092 0.41

3 HIESE

A ZSINT hE M RREA R 2 i
FE b I 42, 30 1R 25D AL A bR ERE il I g 245
W3 5 MEFEE 1g( Cy/Cp )< £0. 10 BT,
2 v [ b BT A A Ry T i R KA B AR, Ag . Cd AT
T1 G453 0 100% .
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