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Abstract: The study related to low carbon economy concept is an important content in the basic theory
research of low carbon economy. It is a block that low carbon economy theoretical system founded on. This
paper has reviewed and summarized the results related to the connotation of low carbon economy at present,
and defined the connotation of low carbon economy. Meanwhile, it has offered the conceptual system which
is consist of narrow sense and broad sense of low carbon economy. The author considers that the narrow
sense in essence reflects the contradiction between carbon emission and economic growth and is a selection
problem about both sides. On the other hand, the generalized low carbon economy (means the low carbon
development) is in essence a sustainable development problem. Its establishment and implement is in order to
better solve the conflict between the continuity of human development and natural resources carrying
capacity, the ecological environmental capacity. Low carbon economy and low carbon development though
there exist a certain distinction, but both in starting point, basic task and ultimate goal have unity. Therefore,
low carbon economy is initial stage and only way of low carbon development, low carbon development is the
ultimate goal of low carbon economic.
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Figure 1. Narrow sense of low carbon economy
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Figure 2. Broad sense of low carbon economy
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