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Study on the Friendship Between Gui Fu and Zhou Yongnian

Ding Xiuju
(Editorial Board of Philosophy and Social Sciences ,Journal of Shandong University ,Shandong University ,Jinan ,Shandong 250014 )

Abstract; Gui Fu was a distinguished scholar, paleographer, calligrapher, seal cutter and one of the four
prestigious experts in The Origin of Chinese Characters ( Shuowen Jiezi) during the Qing Dynasty. For,
he cherished an intense fondness for inscriptions on ancient bronzes and stone tablets, and had a very
good command of both the seal and the official script while, as said above, he was well known for his re-
search and textual criticism of The Origin of Chinese Characters . And on the basis of this, he made a lot
of friends and had many acquaintances, and was in close association with scholars all over the country.
Among them, Zhou Yongnian from Licheng County, Jinan Prefecture, was one of his bosom friends, with
whom he was on the most intimate terms and remained contact for the longest time. The two of them
learned from each other by exchanging views on and comparing notes on knowledge. And the two of them
set up and established a book — lending garden (library) , and compiled the Complete Library in the Four
Branches of Literature together. The friend ship between them lasted for nearly 30 long years until Zhou
passed away. In a word, the book —lending garden established by both of them was of pioneering signifi-
cance in the history of Chinese library.

Key words:Gui Fu; Zhou Yongnian; the Complete Library in the Four Branches of Literature ; library
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