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Severity with Leniency :
Strategy of Henri IV, King of France, to Ensure Security of Kingdom
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Abstract; However, as a series of conspiracies plotted by the nobles were brewing from 1601 to 1606,
the fragile peace and the royal power yet to be cemented were gravely threatened. In the name of trust
and leniency, the King therefore demanded that the major dignitaries come to the Supreme Court in Paris
to make self — justification or plead guilty. Meanwhile he thoroughly cracked down and suppressed the
plotted activities through highlighting loyal and obedient mentality, and finally succeeded in putting the
principal plotters under control. Against a background in which traditional influences of feudal nobles
were still strong and religious conflicts as yet persisted, the practice of severity with leniency was but a
strategy to ensure the security of the Kingdom. Yet, through the reinforcement of the royal power, it ef-
fectively removed a once more secession from the Kingdom, and consolidated the rule of the newly estab-
lished Bourbon Dynasty. And this has played a positive role in promoting the initial formation of a modern
French nation - state.
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