Unit 3  Gender Differences

Useful Information 

“Gender differences” is a term used to refer to both biological and social characteristics that distinguish men and women. The social characteristics include such things as differences in hair styles, clothing, family responsibilities, occupational roles, acceptable behavior and other culturally learned activities and traits. All of these differences are linked to the non-biological notions of masculinity and femininity which vary from one culture to another.


Sexual or physical differences are determined at birth. Females have two similar sex-determining chromosomes (XX), while males have two dissimilar sex-determining chromosomes (XY). Both sexes have male and female hormones, but the average man has about ten times as much testosterone as the average woman. Most scientists agree that these biological differences affect, at least to some extent, physical behavior and development. In other words, in most cultures men are bigger, stronger and more aggressive than women. Obviously, physical activity and social roles accentuate these biological differences. Heavy labor builds muscles and the responsibility of providing for a family reinforces the natural aggression of men in any society. The child-raising activities of women, on the other hand, reinforce their gentle and nurturant behavior. However we do recognize that women are capable of highly muscled bodies, as is evident in some women athletes.

Many of the traditional stereotypes associated with women were questioned by the feminist movement that began in the West in the early 1960s. This movement (also known as the women’s liberation movement) favored increased rights and activities for women throughout society. Feminists stressed that it was not primarily biology that determined women’s roles and status in society, but social prejudices. According to the feminists, women were usually socialized and educated differently from men because it was assumed that women were physically and intellectually inferior.


The theories and analyses that came out of the women’s movement sparked innumerable studies on educational and employment practices. These studies revealed the sexist biases (prejudice or discrimination on the basis of sex) of teachers, employers, schools, universities, textbooks, laws, and other official documents. It was shown that the way girls are treated in the home and in school plays a major role in reinforcing stereotypes. It was demonstrated that if treated similarly, boys and girls have the same potential and can accomplish similar goals.


Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, efforts were made to reduce sexist attitudes in educational systems and in the workplace. Girls were encouraged to study medicine, law, mathematics, engineering, etc. and to follow careers normally associated with men. Laws were passed prohibiting sexist discrimination in hiring practices in order to give women equal job opportunities. 


The impact of the feminist movement was felt even at the level of everyday language. Since the 1960s, the English language has evolved considerably in order to be more inclusive of women. New words have been invented and pronouns are used differently. Virtually every grammar book published since the late 1970s has a section on avoiding sexist language and sexist pronoun use. Various ways are now used to avoid inequality of the sexes, such as: 1) A person should insist that his/her rights be respected; 2) People should see that their employer treats all employees equally; 3) Everyone received their share of food; 4) The chairperson of the department insisted on nonsexist language in all publications.  


Despite social reforms and changing attitudes, there are still many unanswered questions regarding gender differences. Do women feel compelled to act more like men in order to overcome stereotypes? Can or should men and women ever be truly equal in any society?

Part One  
PREPARATION
1. How is it possible?

 STEP ONE   

  1) when           2) control     3) crashes/smashes/runs/bumps     4) hospital     

  5) doctor/surgeon   6) operate

 STEP TWO  
 Yes. The doctor is the boy’s mother.

2. Differences between Men and Women

  STEP ONE   
                                                                                                       MEN            WOMEN

· suffer more illnesses
_______
   √  
· have a higher rate of colorblindness
   √  
_______

· have a larger brain
   √  
_______

· are more likely to have a heart attack
   √  
_______

· have more fears
_______
   √  
· live longer
_______
   √  
· like diamond shapes
   √  
_______

· miss more work
_______
   √  
3. The Gender Survey

Step One  
The survey is open.  

Step Two

     Most people think that women are more emotional and more compassionate than men. They are also viewed as better listeners and better able to do many things at once. Most of us believe women have better “people skills”. 

   We all think that men have a more aggressive nature. They are also more willing to take risks than are women. All of the girls in our group believe that men are self-centered.
Optional Activities for Teachers to Choose:

4. Men or Women?

Directions: Below are some characteristics of men or women identified by an American 

relationship counselor. Work in pairs and decide whether you think the features 

below describe men or women. Write “M” for men and “W” for women.

_____  1) They talk to exchange information. 
_____  2) They talk to express feelings. 

_____  3) They need to be alone sometimes. Every now and then, especially when under stress, they need to retreat to their "cave" and do not want to be disturbed.

_____  4) They are goal-oriented problems solvers.

_____  5) Naturally and cyclically, their moods go through highs and lows. 

_____  6) They tend to use dramatic expressions such as “you ALWAYS forget” or “you NEVER listen to me”. 

According to relationship counselor John Gray, the author of Men Are From Mars, Women Are From Venus, the answers are: 1) M  2) W  3) M  4) M  5) W  6) W

5. Feminine Qualities vs. Masculine Qualities

Directions: Work in groups to write in each column as many words as you can that describe feminine or masculine qualities. 

	Feminine Qualities
	Masculine Qualities

	tender, weak, sensitive, shy, sympathetic, dependent, soft, gentle, caring, considerate,

delicate, tolerant, cautious, careful, timid, neat and clean

	strong, brave, adventurous, independent, courageous, creative, bold, persistent, manipulative, confident, competent, dominating, vigorous 


   The teacher may give all the words to the students randomly and ask them to divide them into feminine qualities and masculine qualities.

Part Two  
READING-CENTERED ACTIVITIES
Pre-Reading

  Sample: 

    Generally speaking, boys do better in chemistry, math, geography and P.E. than girls while girls do better in art, language, music and history than boys.

Passage Reading

Words, Phrases and Grammatical Points

1. The word “develop” is used four times in the passage.

  “…those students who become active classroom participants develop more positive attitudes and go on to higher achievement.” (l. 20)

  “…American boys do, indeed, develop reading problems…” (l. 39)

  “…and it is girls who develop reading problems.” (l. 43)

 “ Instead of being encouraged to develop intellectual curiosity and physical skills that are useful in dealing with the outside world…” (l. 50)

  More examples:

  She later developed a taste for expensive nightclubs.

  Their friendship developed through their shared interest in the arts.

  She’s developed some strange habits since she started living on her own.

2. …it was observed by professors and women students alike that the boys were “taking over” the classroom discussions and that active participation by women students had diminished noticeably. (l. 23)

  You use “alike” after mentioning two or more people, groups, or things in order to emphasize that you are referring to both or all of them.

  e.g. Friends and family alike were shocked by the news of her suicide.

         It caused confusion among allies and adversaries alike.

3. These lessons carry over from the home to the classroom… (l. 53)

  The phrase “carry over” means “to continue to exist or apply in a new situation”.

  e.g. His rational outlook on science carried over to child rearing.

课内阅读参考译文：

从文化角度看性别角色

1   在过去的几十年里，已经无数次地证实了这样一个事实：构成男子阳刚之气和女子阴柔之气的各种不同类型的行为、情感、和兴趣都既是遗传又是文化熏陶的结果。在成长的过程中，每个孩子学会了细微的行为举止，数量之多数以百计，这一切都带有文化的烙印，成了他们性别特征的一部分。有些行为举止是直接学到的。也就是说，别人教孩子如何恰如其分地行事, 男有男的规矩, 女有女的标准。另一些跟性别有关的具体举止是无意识地或间接地学会的，因为文化为女孩子和男孩子提供的形象、向往的目标以及成人的榜样各不相同。

2   例如，最近对美国公立学校的一项研究显示，在教育中存在一种男孩比女孩更受偏爱的文化偏见。据研究人员反映，这种偏爱是无意的、不知不觉的，但它确实存在，并每年都在影响着数百万计学生的生活。为了研究在教育中存在的性别偏爱，戴维·赛德克博士和迈拉·赛德克博士夫妇录制了教师在课堂上课的情形。他们的研究显示，许多自认为无性别偏爱的教师惊奇地发现，从录像带上看他们竟是那么偏心。从幼儿园到研究生课程，都可以看到教师们请男生回答问题的次数远比女生多。这对学习过程有着巨大的影响，因为总的来说，那些积极的课堂活动参与者对学习更加乐观有信心，并能在今后取得更大的成就。事实上，在20世纪60年代末期，当美国东北部多所最好的女子学院向男生开放之后，教授们和女学生们都发现男孩们正在“接管”课堂讨论，而女生积极参与的程度则明显下降。近年来，在法学院和医学院的课堂上也发现了类似的情况：与男生相比女生处于次要的地位。

3   赛德克夫妇所做的研究显示，教师有时候会按照固有的性别模式给女孩子和男孩子不同布置的任务，这样便不知不觉地使女孩子不能像男孩子一样积极地参与。例如，有位教师在给幼儿园的孩子上自然科学课时，不断地让小男孩去操作科学“实验”，而让女孩子只是做一些安放材料的工作。既然使用课堂材料动手操作是早期教育的一个重要方面，这些女孩子就这样被剥夺了重要的学习经历，这会影响到她们今后的整个人生。

4   美国教师中一个具有代表性的想法是，男孩擅长数学和自然科学，这些学科都是“难懂的”、“适合于男性的”，而女孩会在语言和阅读技能上比男孩强。这是教育中性别偏见的另一种表现。结果美国的男孩们确实在阅读上出了问题，而在数学方面女孩尽管在九岁以前一直比男孩强，但此后却落在了他们后面。这成了预言自我应验的一个例子。然而这些特征是文化造成的，而非遗传的原因。例如，在德国，读书学习都被看作是“适合于男性的”，于是在阅读上有问题的便是女孩子了。而在日本，由于早期教育似乎不分性别，女孩和男孩在阅读上就旗鼓相当。

5   在教育过程中对女孩和男孩的不同态度始于家庭。例如，有一项研究显示了这样一种情况：让学龄前儿童看一幢房子的图片，然后要他们说出家里允许他们走开多远，这时男孩所指的范围要比女孩大得多，女孩指出的范围很有限，而且离家很近。女孩们不像男孩那样受到鼓励去发展求知欲和动手能力，尽管这些正是与外部世界打交道时有用的；对女孩灌输的结果是：对自己家外面的世界充满了恐惧，且期望别人对自己的优良品格和循规蹈矩的服从精神加以认可。这类教诲从家庭一直延续到课堂。于是，在课堂里我们常常可以看到女孩们更依赖教师，更注重作业的形式和整洁而非内容，更在乎她们所给的答案是否“正确”而不在乎智力方面的独立自主以及分析能力和创造能力的提高。教育过程占据了孩子除睡眠以外的大部分时间，社会则通过这一过程加强了它固有的价值观，并按其传统的、期望的模式造就了不同性别的人。

Post-Reading

Reading Comprehension

1. Understanding the Organization of the Text

1) Introduction (Para. 1)

It has been proven repeatedly that the various types of behavior, emotions, and interests that 

constitute being masculine and feminine are patterned by both heredity and culture.
2) There is a cultural bias in education that favors boys over girls. (Para. 2-4)

   Supporting evidence:

 A. Teachers called on males in class far more than on female students. (Para. 2)

 
i) Its consequence: This has a tremendous impact on the learning process.


ii) The reason for this: Active classroom participants develop more positive attitudes and go 

  on to higher achievement.


iii) Two examples: 

   a. In many of the former all-women’s colleges, the boys were “taking over” the classroom 

        discussions and active participation by women students had diminished noticeably. 

           b. A similar subordination of female to male students has also been observed in law and  medical school classrooms in recent years.

B. Teachers assigned boys and girls different tasks according to stereotyped gender roles. 

     (Para. 3)


i) Its consequence: This prevented girls from participating as actively as boys in class.


ii) An example: A teacher had the little boys perform the scientific “experiment” while the 

  girls were given the task of putting the materials away.

 C. Gender-biased education is also reflected in the typical American teacher’s assumption. (Para.4)      


i) The assumption: Boys will do better in the “hard”, “masculine” subjects of math and 

  science while girls are expected to have better verbal and reading skills. 

ii) Three examples: 

a. American boys do develop reading problems, while girls, who are superior to boys in math up to the age of nine, fall behind from then on. 

b. In Germany, all studies are considered “masculine”, and it is girls who develop reading problems. 

c. In Japan, where early education appears to be nonsexist, both girls and boys do equally well in reading. 

3) The educational bias begins at home. (Para. 5)

 A. Supporting evidence:

i) Boy preschoolers were permitted to go away from home in a much wider area than girl 

  preschoolers.

ii) Boys were encouraged to develop intellectual curiosity and physical skills, while girls are 

  filled with fears of the world outside the home and with the desire to be approved of for 

  their “goodness” and obedience to rules.

B. The consequence when these lessons carry over from the home to the classroom: 

Girls are generally observed to be more dependent on the teacher, more concerned with the 

form and neatness of their work than its content, and more anxious about being “right” in 

their answers than in being intellectually independent, analytical, or original. 

C. Conclusion: Through the educational process that occupies most of the child’s waking hours, 

     society reinforces its established values and turns out each sex in its traditional and expected    

     mold.

2. Understanding Specific Information

   1) C   2) B   3) D   4) B   5) C   6) D

3. Questions for Group Discussion
     Samples:

1) —Yes, I think so. As far as I know, most boy students in China do better in math and science. It is fully demonstrated by the number of boy students who have won prizes in the Olympic Science Contests and by the ratio of boy students to girl students in science departments in colleges and universities. 

—I don’t think I can answer the question by a simple “yes” or “no”. 

With more girls receiving higher education and going to graduate school, it won’t be difficult to find girls who are really good in math and science courses. As we can see in our university, there are quite a few female math professors and also female professors specialized in science and engineering. Besides, many boys are found to have developed excellent language and reading skills. However it’s true that science and engineering departments have more boy students while departments of humanities have more girls. Anyway if we look at and compare the current numbers of boys and girls in these departments with the numbers in the past, we can find the trend is changing.

2) Chinese culture also has stereotyped gender roles. Boys and girls are taught and expected to behave differently from each other both at home and at school. If they don’t fit into the traditional gender mold, girls are said to be like boys and boys like girls. The following are the ways that culture or education affects gender roles.

—Boys and girls are provided with different kinds of toys to play with: dolls and pretty things are for girls while toy cars and guns are for boys.

—Boys are expected to play outdoors and girls, in most cases, indoors.

—Girls are expected to be clean and neat, and well dressed and boys should be strong and tough, and can deal with difficulties. 

—Males, especially in the country, are expected to be better educated than females and they should be more career-oriented to support the family and females are expected to support their husbands. There’s an old saying “having no skills and intelligence is a good virtue of women”.

—Women are expected to be quiet and shy while men are expected to be powerful and more aggressive.

—Women are expected to take good care of their children and do most of the housework while men are expected to be successful in their careers.

—Women are expected to go home immediately after work while men may get back late in the evening after having dinner with their friends or colleagues.

Vocabulary 
1. 1) genetic     2) assign         3) noticeably      4) approved      5) Bias  

6) deprived   7) constituted    8) participation    9) unintentional    10) postgraduate

2.  conscious – unconscious                      positive – negative

     encourage – discourage                        superior – inferior

     directly – indirectly                              biased – fair

     sexist –  nonsexist                                 limited – unlimited

    dependent – independent                       appropriately – inappropriately

3. 1) C   2) D    3) A    4) E    5) B   6) C    7) F     8) B

4. 1) turn out   2) carry over    3) calling on   4) put away   5) fallen behind   6) take over

课外阅读 参考译文

Passage I

男生是老师的宠儿

1   教室是男生的天下; 即使在他们人数并不占多数时，老师三分之二的注意力仍花在他们身上。他们被允许取笑女生，他们作业做得马虎却受表扬，要是女生做这样的作业就得不到宽容。男生们已经习惯于做老师的宠儿。如果女生也得到同等待遇，男生就会抗议，甚至扰乱课堂。
2   以上这些话是伦敦大学教育学院的讲师戴尔·斯彭德在她本周出版的一本书中讲的。   她认为在男女同校的学校里，歧视女生的现象太典型了，惟一的解决办法是实行男女生分班上课。
３　她是根据她自己和其他老师的课堂录像这样说的。像斯彭德一样，许多老师曾有意给女生公平的机会。斯彭德说：“有时我甚至觉得我做得太过分了，我花在女生身上的时间比男生多。”

4   录像显示并非如此。在录了像的10节课（包括中学和大学课堂）里，斯彭德对女生的关注从未超出42%（平均为38%），而对男生的关注均超过58%。其他男女老师的情况也都相似。

5   也就是说，当老师花在女生身上的时间超过三分之一时，他们就觉得自己剥夺了男生应得的时间。男生们自己也这样认为。“她老是问女生问题，”当老师在课堂上给了女生34%注意力时，一位男生这样说—“她不喜欢男生，她只听女生发言，”另一个班上的一位男生说—而在他的班上，老师对男生的关注占到63%。

6   男生认为老师花三分之二的时间在他们身上是公平的——如果少于这个时间，就会在课堂上捣乱，甚至向上级主管投诉。一位老师说：“吸引他们的注意力是非常重要的，不然他们会表现得很糟糕。”

7   根据斯彭德的研究，课堂教学普遍实行双重标准。“当男生提问、表示反对甚至质疑老师时，他们通常得到尊重和奖励；而女生这样做却常常受到批评和惩罚。”

8   当男生需要老师关注时，能很快得到老师的回应。“然而女生的要求会被忽视；她们长时间地举着手，通常很礼貌地请求帮助但老师不予理睬，因为老师必须得关注那些男生。”

9   一位女生在谈及一位男教师时评论道：“如果你是个女生，起火了你都不想举手告诉他。因为在他问你想说什么之前，我们已全都烧死了。”

10   斯彭德说，男生的书面作业也是按不同的标准来评判的。当她让教师评判学生的论文和课题时，在告诉老师这是男生做的之后，同样的作业给的分数会高些。一位教师在谈到一项关于发明的课题时说：“当男生决定把作业当回事时，没有哪个女生能比得上他。”但实际上，这项课题是一位女生完成的。

11  女生交上来的整洁干净的作业被嗤之以鼻。“我想她本可以多花些时间补充些事实，而不是花时间让作业显得美观，”一位老师这样评论。“很典型，是不是？所有的努力只是为了让它好看些——你不能因为女生关注外表而揍他们一顿啊，”另一位老师这样看。但是当斯彭德指出作业是一位男生做的时候，语气就明显地改变了。

12   斯彭德总结说，女生在男女混合班中总处于不利的地位。如果女生像男生一样吵闹、野心勃勃，那么她们会被认为“不温文尔雅”；如果她们安静而顺从的话，又会被忽视。

13   斯彭德说，有些学校推行了数学课和自然科学课男女分班上课的办法，并且发现女生的成绩有显著的提高。她建议说，最有希望的解决办法是在学校内对某些课程实行男女生分班上课——而不是恢复单一性别的男校或女校。

Passage II

你拥有哪一种大脑？
1   男人的大脑和女人的大脑有本质区别吗？我的理论是，女人的大脑生来富有同情心,而男人的大脑则生来擅长理解和构建系统。
2   同情心是一种本能，使人们愿意去发现他人的感情和想法并用适当的情感做出反应；而使事物系统化是另外一种本能，使人们愿意分析和探索系统结构并推导出支配系统功能的基本规则；它同时也是构建系统的本能。
3   每个人（不论男女）都有一个具体的“大脑类型”。大脑通常有三种类型：有些人,同情性强于系统性,这种大脑称作女性大脑, 或E型大脑。而另一些人,系统性强于同情性, 这种大脑称作男性大脑,或S型大脑。还有一些人具有同样强的同情性和系统性,这种大脑被称作“平衡型大脑”,或者B型大脑.
4   这个理论的重要特点是，你的性别不能说明你拥有哪一类型的大脑。并非所有的男人都有男性大脑，同样并非所有女人都有女性大脑。这个理论的核心主张是，总的来说男性拥有S型大脑的人比女性多，而女性拥有E型大脑的人比男性多。
5   是不是女人更富有同情心呢？就我们平时的所见所闻来说，这个理论是成立的。例如，我们都知道，人们在火车站台或机场休息室的报刊亭里会选择不同的读物。女人更有可能去看杂志架上有关时尚、爱情、美容、亲情、人际关系顾问、父母须知的杂志，而男人却更可能去看杂志架上有关计算机、汽车、船泊、摄影、自己动手知识、体育运动、高保真音响设备、枪械、工具的杂志。
6   但是E-S理论不只是停留在日常见闻所提供的证据上，而是收集整理了科学证据，并研究这些差异的根源。
7   关于女性富有同情心的证据来自许多不同方面。例如，研究表明，当一群孩子在一起玩一个带单目镜的小电影放映机时，男孩往往会得到更多的机会（占用那个单目镜向里）观看。他们干脆把女孩们挤到一边去了。同情心少了点，更多地以自我为中心。又例如，如果你把一些孩子们可以坐在上面开的大塑料汽车放在那里让他们玩，你会看到更多的小男孩在玩“撞击”游戏。他们故意开车去撞别的小孩。而小女孩开车会小心些，经常避开其他小孩。这表明女孩对他人更体谅。
8   同情心方面的性别差异最早是在什么时候明显表现出来的呢？的确,在12个月大的时候，女孩就比男孩做更多的目光接触。然而，我在剑桥大学自己实验室进行的一项新的研究表明：刚出生时，女孩看脸孔的时间更长些，而男孩花更多的时间看悬在空中由机械装置控制的风铃。另外, 剑桥研究小组进一步发现，孩子进行多少目光接触，在一定程度上取决于出生前的睾丸激素这个生物因素。测量羊水中该荷尔蒙的含量证实了这一发现。
9   所有这些构成了大量的证据，表明女性在同情心方面有优势，其中至少涉及一些生物方面的决定因素。那么男性在系统性方面有优势又是怎么回事呢？
10  从蹒跚学步起，男孩子就对汽车、卡车、飞机、枪剑、积木以及机械玩具这些系统感兴趣。他们似乎喜欢组装东西，搭建玩具塔和城镇或是装配车辆。男孩还喜欢玩有明确功能的玩具，喜欢有按钮的东西，会亮的东西或者能使别的物体运动的装置。
11  在成人的工作场所，你会看到同样的情况。有些职业的从业人员几乎全部都是男性。例如金属加工、武器制造、乐器制作或是建造工业如造船之类。这些职业的核心是建造系统装置。像数学，物理和工程类职业，系统性要求很高，也大都是男性的选择。
12  男性更喜欢将兴趣集中在系统装置上，这一点也很早就表现出来了。我们在剑桥的研究发现，一岁时小男孩就更爱看汽车（机械装置）题材的电影，而不是有脸孔（具有许多面部感情的）的电影。小女孩的喜好则刚好相反。
13  当然，我们知道假以时日，文化和社会化确实在决定男性大脑或女性大脑方面起一定的作用，但是这些研究都强烈表明生物因素在一定程度上也发挥作用。
14  这样的理论会引起忧虑吗？一些人也许会担心：这意味着一种性别比另一种性别更优越。但稍稍思考一下，就清楚对此不必过分担忧。这个理论是说，通常男性和女性的区别在于吸引他们的事物和他们认为容易的事情不同，但是两性都有各自的优点和缺点。总的来说，没有哪个性别更优越。
Part Three  
FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
1. Enriching Your Word Power

1) B    2) C    3) B   4) A   5) C   6) B   7) B   8) B   9) C  10) B  11) C  12) A

2. Interpreting Opinions

  STEP ONE    

  1) How does Tennyson see the roles of men and women?

The poem can be paraphrased as follows:

Men should work in the field and women in the house

Men should be trained to fight and women to mend and sew

Men are motivated by the intellect and women by the heart

Men are meant to give orders and women to obey orders;

If the roles aren’t divided this way, there will be confusion.

 STEP TWO    

   Sample:
       The quotation means that a girl should not expect special privileges simply because she is a girl. However, she should not accept prejudice and discrimination either. She has to learn to compete equally with boys. 


    So I don’t think Friedan would agree with Tennyson. I agree with Friedan. Men and women should be equal and each has his or her own strengths and weaknesses. But men are always  favored in some professions and they have more power in society, so women have to learn to protect themselves and should not accept the role as the weak sex in society. Women should do their best and contribute to the society instead of only working at home as a good wife and kind mother. 

The roles described in Tennyson’s poem are old fashioned. Now female and male roles can’t be as clearly defined as in his poem. Since the great majority of women work nowadays, more and more women work in professions dominated only by men before. Similarly, men also share the house chores with their wives.

3. Avoiding Sexist Language

	Sexist language
	Nonsexist language

	policeman
	police officer

	businessman
	businessperson

	fireman
	firefighter

	chairman
	chairperson, chair, head

	workman
	worker, laborer

	salesman
	salesperson, salesclerk

	A doctor has little time to read outside his specialty.
	A doctor has little time to read outside his or her specialty. or: Doctors have little time to read outside their specialties.

	A good surgeon explains procedures to his patients.
	A good surgeon explains procedures to his or her patients. or: Good surgeons explain procedures to their patients.

	A journalist has to respect his deadline.
	Journalists have to respect his or her deadlines. Or: A journalist has to respect their deadline.

	Anyone who knows the answer should raise his hand.
	Anyone who knows the answer should raise his or her hand. Or: Anyone who knows the answer should raise their hand.

	Everyone should admit his mistakes.


	Everyone should admit his or her mistakes. Or: Everyone should admit their mistakes.

	None of the students had the books he needed.
	None of the students had the books he or she needed. Or: Everyone should admit their mistakes.

	Everyone hopes that he will win the scholarship (奖学金).
	Everyone hopes that he or she will win the scholarship. Or: Everyone hopes to win the scholarship. Or: Everyone hopes that they will win the scholarship.


4. Avoiding Gender Bias in the Classroom 

Here are our suggestions for avoiding gender bias in the classroom: 

—Use inclusive language. “You guys” may be a popular way of addressing groups, but it’s an 

example of gender bias. 

—Use examples that are gender balanced. If there are none in your textbooks, do some research 

to find some. 

—Screen books, posters and other instructional materials for gender balance. 

—Try to put girls and boys in non-traditional situations, such as the placement of girls first in this sentence. Isn’t it normally boys, then girls? 

—Make the classroom atmosphere one where both girls and boys are encouraged, questioned and reinforced. 

—Actively integrate groups by not allowing self-segregation. 

—Never use gender to group students. 

5. Choosing a Class, Single-Sex or Co-Educational

  Sample:

	A single-sex class is more preferable because
	A co-educational class is preferable because

	1) when boys are not around, we can have more opportunities to express ourselves / when girls are around, there are too many distractions;

2) there wouldn’t be sex-biased education;
3) each gender’s strength and weakness can be considered accordingly. 
	1) some students become bolder in the company of students of the opposite sex;

2) it would be boring to have only boys or only girls in class;
3) the outside world consists of two genders and we should prepare ourselves for that.


6. Ideal Wife and Ideal Husband

  1) Sample:
	Ideal husband
	Ideal wife

	1) rich

2) educated and with a good career

3) kind, generous and loyal

4) reliable and supportive

5) sharing interests with his wife
	1) capable of understanding her husband

2) intelligent and educated

3) having the same interests as her husband

4) a good cook

5) able to care about and educate her child


  2)    Yes. In my grandparents’ generation, people, especially women, didn’t have to be well educated so long as their husbands could support or earn a living for the family. A preferred virtue of women was being loyal and good at house-keeping. Of course, a woman would like to marry a rich man, but at that time, rich men were hard to find in China. Families were considered to be living a decent life if they could manage to make ends meet. The living standard was very low. 

In my parents’ generation, knowledge and money were even less important than family background. The ideal husband and the ideal wife would be both workers. Salary was low for most people and they rarely had a raise. There were no private cars and the great majority of city citizens had no private houses or apartments. The ideal husband was the one who had a job in the factory with a steady income and the ideal wife was the one who was thrifty and able to take good care of her children. Fortunately the divorce rate was low.

Optional Activities:

	7. Characteristics of Men or Women at Work 

Directions: Below are various characteristics of men or women at work identified by a British consultancy which runs courses on women and men at work. Work in pairs to decide whether you think the features below describe men or women at work (choose M or W in the column on the right). 


窗体顶部
		Characteristics Identified at Work

	M/W

	
	1)

	Their body language tends to be challenging. They often sit with legs splayed apart, giving the impression of being in control.

	[image: image1.wmf]

??


	
	2)

	Their body language inclines towards self-protection. They may also appear rather shy and inhibited sitting with their legs crossed.

	[image: image2.wmf]

??


	
	3)

	They avoid overtly aggressive gestures and are likely to back down in a shouting match, both through inclination and the fact that their comments are likely to be drowned out.

	[image: image3.wmf]

??


	
	4)

	In a lively and noisy discussion, they often have problems making their voice heard. If they do compete, they are often judged to be shrill and hysterical. They are often ignored through having a less insistent presence. 

	[image: image4.wmf]

??


	
	5)

	When they make a point, they often make it with an air of finality (suggesting that there is nothing left to be discussed).

	[image: image5.wmf]

??


	
	6)

	They welcome and indeed invite contributions when presenting an idea to colleagues.

	[image: image6.wmf]

??


	
	7)

	When tackling problems they go for the heart of the problem, stripping away secondary considerations.

	[image: image7.wmf]

??


	
	8)

	When tackling problems they favour assembling a range of options.

	[image: image8.wmf]

??


	
	9)

	They tend to communicate their own achievements regularly.

	[image: image9.wmf]

??


	
	10)

	They are likely to share, or pass on, the credit for a success.

	[image: image10.wmf]

??


	
	11)

	Personal status is important.

	[image: image11.wmf]

??


	
	12)

	They favour a competitive, direct and confrontational approach to business. 

	[image: image12.wmf]

??


	

	


窗体底部
 (Adapted from Linguarama Language Training for Business)

The correct answers are: 

1) M  2) W  3) W  4) W  5) M  6) W  7) M  8) W  9) M  10) W  11) M  12) M  

8. Talking about Chinese Teachers’ Pets 

  Directions: Work in groups to discuss the following question.

  Do you think Chinese teachers favor boys over girls? Support your answer by giving examples based on your own experience in primary school, middle school and college.

  Samples:

  1) It depends on the level of the school (primary school, middle school, or college). In primary school, girls are favored because they are not as naughty as boys, and they are neat and obedient. In middle school, boys are favored because they are not as naughty as they were in  primary school, and teachers don’t mind calling on them because they are not shy. In college, teachers don’t have close contact with students, so they don’t favor anyone.

   2) It depends on the gender of the teacher. Male teachers prefer girls and female teachers prefer boys.

3) It depends on the achievements of the students. Teachers don’t favor either boys or girls. They favor the best students.

Part Four  
WRITING AND TRANSLATION
2．Translation Practice

教室是男生的天下；即使在他们人数并不占多数时，他们仍占据老师三分之二的注意力。他们被允许取笑女生，他们作业做得马虎却受表扬，要是女生做这样的作业就得不到宽容。男生们已经习惯于做老师的宠儿。如果女生也受到相同的待遇，男生就会抗议，甚至扰乱课堂。

3. Writing 

Sample 1:
Who Are Teachers’ Pets, Boys or Girls?

This is a difficult question that I can’t really answer on my own, so I asked about 30 other students for their opinions. There were 9 boys and 21 girls among them. I gave them each two statements and asked them whether they agreed or disagreed and why. I have chosen some of the interesting comments.


“The teachers’ pets are the good students. That’s fair.” Seventeen students agreed with this opinion. They said it was natural because people always like the best things or the best people. In addition, it is easy for the top students to draw the teachers’ attention. Average students have fewer chances to have close contact with teachers, let alone to be their pets.


“Male teachers tend to like girls better and female teachers tend to like boys better.” Five students agreed with this statement. They said that which gender will be the teacher’s pets depends on the teacher’s gender. Obviously, it is all because of the attraction between the sexes.


Four students didn’t agree with either statement because teachers like boys more than girls. They said that teachers always think boys are smarter than girls. Teachers are used to asking boys to answer questions and letting them do hands-on work. One person said it was not because teachers liked boys better, but because they think girls are afraid of losing face.


Finally, there were four students who thought teachers like girls more than boys because girls are more obedient and neat. They can, and will, help teachers do things. They also said that girls generally got higher marks.


I think teachers in China are fairer than those in the West. When I read “Boys Are Teachers’ Pets” I was surprised. I never thought girls would be ignored even if they were good students. Perhaps some teachers prefer girls in primary school and boys in middle school. But, all in all, I think the top students are always teachers’ pets.

Sample 2:
Who Are Teachers’ Pets, Boys or Girls?


To answer this question, we designed a questionnaire and gave it to 30 students. They just had to put a mark in the square that corresponded to their opinion. We then analyzed the results of our survey. The results of the survey are shown in the following table:

	Who are teachers’ pets?
	Boys
	Girls
	Neither
	It depends on the teacher

	In primary school
	6
	20
	2
	2

	In junior middle school
	10
	11
	3
	6

	In senior middle school
	15
	6
	5
	4

	In college
	4
	4
	16
	6



According to the results of the survey, we can see that in primary school girls are thought of as teachers’ pets. When they are very young, boys are naughtier than girls, and the latter are generally very well-behaved.


As they get older, boys are more likely to be teachers’ pets. In middle school, boys perform better in subjects like math and physics. Boys are thought to be cleverer than girls. As teenagers, both girls and boys are well-behaved. Since boys are no longer naughty, it is easier for them to become teachers’ pets.


Most students feel that neither boys nor girls become teachers’ pets in college. Teachers don’t know their students as well as teachers in junior or senior middle school, so they don’t have pets.


According to the results of our survey, we can conclude that whether boys or girls are teachers’ pets depends on their age.
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