Unit 7  College Life

Useful Information 


When students leave for college at age 17 or 18, many of them have never been away from home and their family. The transition to greater freedom and responsibility may be difficult for them, with no one to wake them up for breakfast or do their laundry, and fewer classes to attend but larger amounts of homework. Some students do not adjust successfully. In the U.S., where almost 70% of high school graduates enter college, only a minority of these actually graduate. Elsewhere, with fewer attending college, higher percentages may graduate.


College has many social attractions, some of which can be distractions. Sports, concerts, parties, and dormitory bull sessions (闲聊) can be very time consuming. The temptation to stay up too late at night or sleep too late in the morning is always present, so self-discipline is an important lesson to learn. In addition many students have part-time jobs, especially in the U.S. where most students have cars and are expected to help their parents pay for tuition or college housing.


Students and their parents may disagree on how much time should be devoted to studying. But they usually agree that in addition to some learning and possibly some fun, one of the outcomes of a college education should be a good job. Students who have already worked at part-time jobs have an advantage in the job market, but this is not the only way to improve one’s chances. Many colleges have internships or co-op programs to give students practical experience in their future careers. Others have special classes where students can practice their application forms and letters, résumés, personal statements, and employment interviews. Most colleges have career counselors and either career days or career fairs where students can meet potential employers and learn about career alternatives. Recently many jobs have been listed on the Internet, making it easier to match students with suitable opportunities and more important for students to acquire computer skills.


College can be an exciting and rewarding experience, but it can also be very stressful. Making their own decisions can be very difficult for young people accustomed to parental supervision. When students make bad decisions, such as drinking too much beer or procrastinating in their studies, they are not always mature enough to admit or correct their mistakes. But having the freedom to make these mistakes, and the obligation to face their consequences, is part of the learning process. When older people look back on their student years, they usually view this as a happy period of life, even if it did not always feel that way at the time.


Parents, teachers, advisors, and counselors can help students move successfully from high school to college and from college to careers. But in the last analysis students must do most of this for themselves, with more help than we may realize from their friends and classmates. College students learn as much outside as inside the classroom, and most of this is not learned from adult authority figures. The peer group and the youthful popular culture are increasingly strong influences on today’s students. So parents and other potential role models should try to be aware of this, even if they don’t always appreciate the latest trends in casual clothing or pop music. College is a time of change, and the parents can learn almost as much from this as the students can. They too were once students, just as today’s students will one day be parents. 

Part One  

PREPARATION
1. Talking about Your High-School Classmates

 Sample:

  
I graduated from __________ High School, a key high school in __________ Province. Among the 50 students in my class, 48 are enrolled in universities, mostly national key universities. Three went to Peking University and two to Tsinghua University. The three who went to Peking University are majoring in Law, Philosophy and Physics respectively and the two who went to Tsinghua University are majoring in Computer Science and Information Science. In this university alone there are five of us, doing different majors; three of my former classmates are enrolled in normal universities, one in Beijing Normal University, one in South China Normal University and one in East China Normal University. 

2. Talking about Your College Life—Expectations vs Reality

Sample :

1) Campus: 

   Expectations—large and beautiful campus with green grass everywhere and a large sports ground, where you can always see students busy and full of vitality.

   Reality—Just as what I dreamed of – a huge campus with magnificent modern buildings, green   trees, blooming flowers and a river flowing around.

         —Contrary to what I expected, it’s an old campus, large though, with grey buildings like huge match-boxes, little grass, and a few big trees.

2) Classroom buildings:

   Expectations—large new classrooms with modern facilities.

   Reality—well equipped teaching buildings with multi-media facilities.

         —large old buildings, with a few classrooms well equipped with modern facilities.

3) Dormitories: 

   Expectations—crowded with little space for everyone.

   Reality—true, but we may choose to live in a double room if we can afford the rent.

4) Students’ cafeterias: 

   Expectations—spacious dining halls, full of hungry students.

   Reality—true, and there is a great variety of food that will definitely appease our appetite. 

5) Library: 

   Expectations—a large collection of books, journals and periodicals; spacious and well-lit reading rooms.

   Reality—true except that the reading rooms are not large enough and students have to get there early in order to find a seat.

6) Classmates: 

   Expectations—friendly and speaking different dialects.

   Reality—true.

7) Teachers:

   Expectations—old, gray-haired and wearing thick glasses; strict and formally dressed.

   Reality—not true because many teachers are very young, especially English teachers, many teachers do not wear glasses and many teachers wear casual clothes.

3. Happy College Days 

Sample 1:
  The most impressive experience for me is running for the chair of the Student Union. I used to be very timid. That experience, however, helped me gain much confidence. For the first time, I made a public speech and realized, all at once, that I had the potential to organize. One thing that shouldn’t be left out is that my friends and classmates gave me enormous support. I did appreciate what they had done for me. 

Sample 2:

  I believe that the New Year’s Eve of 2004 can never be erased from my mind. Thousands of students gathered in the auditorium waiting for the new year. We held the lighted candles in our hands, our hearts beating with the rhythm of the music. Minutes went by. When the big clock finally turned straight upward, screams and laughter resonated in the hall. We hugged and said New Year’s greetings to each other. It was such a thrilling moment.

4. Ten “Cs” Essential for College Students 

1) Creativity; 
2) Commitment; 
3) Connection; 
4) Confidence; 
5) Courage; 
6) Cooperation; 
7) Curiosity; 
8) Competence; 
9) Consideration; 
10) Communication
Part Two  
READING-CENTERED ACTIVITIES

In-Class Reading

Pre-Reading 

1) I 
  2) F    3) J    4) B    5) G    6) C    7) A    8) E    9) D    10) H

Passage Reading

Words, Phrases and Grammatical Points
1. You have spent four years supposing that failure leaves no record. (l. 2-3, Passage I)

  这个句子中leave 表示to allow or cause something to stay。

  e.g. I) The shoes left muddy marks on the floor.

     II) If you take two, then that leaves three for me.

2. Confronting difficulty by quitting leaves you changed. ( l. 5, Passage I)

  This sentence means: Dealing with a difficult situation by quitting will make you a different person. Here “changed” is an object complement.

  e.g. I) The terrible floods left thousands of people homeless. 

   II) Far from improving things the new law has left many people worse off than before.

3. ... you had better not defend errors but learn from them. (l. 11, Passage I)

  Here “had better” is similar to a modal verb (情态动词), used for recommending 

  action or giving advice. 

e.g. I) You had better/You’d best take a look.

II) You’d better stay at home till you get over the cold.

4. When you tossed on our desks writing upon which you had not labored … (l.20, Passage I)

  The object “writing” has an attributive clause. In order to keep modifiers close to the words they modify, it is put behind the adverbial “on our desk”. And in the attributive clause, the preposition “upon” is put before “which”.

5. … it was not even that we wanted to be liked by you. It was that … ( l. 25, Passage I)

  In both cases, “it” is used to give a reason why the professors do all this (see the question at the end of Para.4) and suggest that there may be other reasons. 

   e.g. I) It’s not that I didn’t want to be with my family.


  II) It may be that you will prove to be the best man.


  III) No, no, it couldn’t be that they were interested in him.

6. …, then I don’t know what could be. ( l. 17-18, Passage II)

   Here “what could be” is an elliptical clause, meaning: (… then I don’t know) what could be 

   useful for the real world.

7. … your chances of getting into a fine graduate school are almost none. (l. 23-24,   Passage II)

  The word “chances” here means the possibilities (of getting into a fine graduate school). 

   e.g. I) We’ve got no chance of getting in without a ticket.

      II) Being very good at science subjects, I stood a good chance of gaining high grades.

课内阅读参考译文
Passage I

永远不会听到的毕业典礼演说
雅各布·诺伊斯那
1  我们这些教师对于在你们身上取得的教育成就一点都不感到自豪。我们培养你们去适应的是一个根本不存在的世界——事实上也是不可能存在的。你们在这里度过的四年时间里，一直以为失败是不会留下任何记录的。要是学得不好，一个最省事的办法就是中途退出（不修这门课），在布朗大学你们学会了这一点。但是，从现在开始，在你们要涉足的世界里，失败是要给你留下疤痕的。知难而退也会使你变成另一个人。走出布朗，知难而退的人绝不是英雄。
2  你们可以跟我们争辩，说服我们为什么你们的错误不是错误，为什么平庸的作业是优秀的，为什么你们会对普普通通并不出色的课堂报告感到骄傲。回想一下，毕竟你们中的大多数人在你们所学的大部分课程中都得了高分。因此，在这里分数并不能作为区分优秀学生与学业平平的学生的依据。但是，今后，在你们所要去的世界里，你们最好不要为自己的错误辩护，而应该从中吸取教训。假如你们要求得到你们不该得到的表扬，诋毁那些不给你们表扬的人，这是不明智的做法。
3  多年来，我们创造了一个完全宽容的世界。这里所要求于你们的仅仅是一点微不足道的努力。当你们没有按约定的时间赴约时，我们就再约时间。当你们没有按期交作业时，我们装作不在乎。
4  更糟糕的是，当你们的言谈枯燥无味时，我们却装作你们说的是重要的事情；当你们喋喋不休、不知所云时，我们认真倾听，似乎你们说的东西事关重大；当你们把根本没有花心思写的作业扔到我们桌上时，我们不仅拜读，甚至批改给评语，好像值得为你们这样做似的。当你们犯傻时，我们装作你们聪明过人；当你们老生常谈、毫无想象力、平平淡淡时，我们却要像在听什么美妙绝伦的新鲜事情一样；当你们要不劳而获时，我们拱手奉上。所有这一切究竟是为了什么？
5  对这一切尽管你们可以想入非非，但我们决不是因为想要讨得你们的欢心，而是因为我们不想让你们来罗嗦。一个简单的办法就是作假：微笑，让你们轻轻松松都得B。
6  在这一类的演说中人们往往习惯于引用，在此让我来引用一个你们从来没有听说过的人的话，这个人是拉特格斯大学的卡特·A.丹尼尔教授。他说：
“大学毁了你们，让你们阅读那些不值得一读的论文，听那些不值得一听的评论，甚至要去尊重那些无所事事、孤陋寡闻、极不文明的人。为了教育，我们过去不得不这样做，但是今后不会有人再这样做了。在过去的50年中，大学使你们丧失了得到充分培养的机会。由于大学成了一个轻松、自由、包容、体贴、舒适、充满乐趣、好玩的地方，它没有对你们尽到责任。但愿你们今后好运。”

7  这就是为什么，在今天进行毕业典礼之际，我们没有任何可引以自豪的东西。
8  哦，对了，还有一点。尽量不要像对待我们那样去对待你们的同事和老板。我的意思是，当他们把你们想要但不是你们应得的东西给予了你们时，要善待他们，不要侮辱他们，不要在他们身上重演你们与父母之间的那种糟糕的关系。这一切，我们也都忍受了。正如我刚才所说的，这不是为了讨你们的欢心。有一些年轻人只能在同龄人的眼中找到自我，是一些愚昧无知的人，竟然肤浅到以为教授们关心的不是教育，而是自己的人缘。实际上，很少有教授在乎这类年轻人是否喜欢他们。我们容忍这一切，只是为了摆脱你们。摒弃我们在教学中给你们造成的这些假象，投身到真实的生活中去吧。
Passage II

大学：一个宽恕一切的世界吗？
艾达·蒂莫西
1  在“永远不会听到的毕业典礼演说”中，雅各布·诺伊斯那认为，大学经历使得我们认为：“失败不会留下任何记录”（第一段），而成绩是很容易取得的。在诺伊斯那看来，大学并不是一所很好的着眼于将来生活的预备学校，因为它为一个“根本就不存在的世界”而培养我们（第一段）。
2  毫无疑问，诺伊斯那在发表这么强烈的论点之前，该对大学生活实况做更进一步的审视。他完全无视学生们为了学业成功而经受的一切压力与艰辛。大学生活根本就不是他所描绘的那样。
3  大学难道真的像诺伊斯那所说的那样，没有让我们为现实生活作准备吗？我们所经历的一切难道无助于我们了解现实世界的吗？这些问题都是在思考诺伊斯那所说的话时涌现到我的脑海中的。我认为他完全错了。对我们许多人来说，大学时代正是我们开始独立，自己做重要决定，并对这些决定负责的时代。在大学里，我们必须学会计划时间（还包括计划用钱！），学会容忍（否则，住在一个拥挤的三人间里，我们会无法过下去的）。我们与来自世界各地的人相识，开阔了我们的视野，使我们彼此加深了解。如果这些对现实世界是没用的，那我可不知道什么才是有用的。
4  诺伊斯那认为，在大学里我们所接受的教育使我们认为“失败不会留下任何记录”，因为据称我们犯了错误可以轻而易举地不受惩罚。我要告诉他的是：要是你考试不及格，你就不能再考，或者即使老师明知你一辈子都会恨他，他也不会抹去你的成绩。要是你中途放弃了某一门课，下学期你就得多修课。要是你有几门课的成绩很低，就几乎不可能进入一个好的研究生院。要是你好几门课的平均积分点不够高，那你就得不到学位。期中考试、期末考试来临时，没有人能够逃避。当学习紧张时，本来刻苦学习的人也得更加努力学习，因为大学并不像诺伊斯那所认为的那样，会给失误提供“省事的”解决办法（第一段）。大学不是一个“宽恕一切的世界”，当“最后期限”已过，或者没有按要求的时间完成作业时，老师们也绝不会“装作不在乎”（第三段）。
5  对于我来说，生活在一个拥挤的三人间里，期末考试前只有一天时间看书，繁重的阅读任务，论文，还有集中在一个星期里进行的期中考试，这些可不是我心目中的“轻松、自由、包容、体贴、舒适、充满乐趣、好玩”（第六段）。
Post-Reading

Reading Comprehension

1. Understanding the Organization of the Text

Passage I

  1) The message Prof. Neusner passes to the graduates. (Para.1) 


   We take no pride in our educational achievement because we have inadequately prepared 

     students for the real world.       

     Reason:  At Brown, during the four years, students have formed the belief that failure

                leaves no record, while in the real world failure marks you.

  2) Two different attitudes toward errors. (Para. 2)



 At Brown, students defend their errors by arguing about:




A. why their errors were not errors;




B. why mediocre work was excellent;




C. why they could take pride in their poor presentation.


   In the real world, graduates had better not defend their errors but learn from them.

  3) College is an altogether forgiving world. (Para. 3-5)



No matter what slight effort students made, they could meet the demand.




A. When students broke appointments, professors make new ones.




B. When the deadline was missed, professors pretended not to care.




C. Boring talks were considered to be important.




D. Unlabored writing was commented on.




E. Dull students were treated as if they were smart.

   The reason why professors did all this was not that they wanted to be liked by students,

    but that professors did not want to be bothered and pretense was the easy way out.     

  4) Prof. Daniel’s viewpoint. (Para. 6)



College has deprived students of adequate preparation for the real world.   


 5) The ending of the speech. (Para. 7-8)




A. Conclusion:




  On this commencement day, we professors have nothing to take pride in.




B. Advice for graduates:




  a. Don’t act toward your co-workers and bosses as you have acted toward us.




  b. Go to life and unlearn the lies we taught you here.

Passage II
1) The points Ida Timothee’s going to argue against: (Para. 1)



A. Students have been made to believe that “failure leaves no record”.



B. College is not a preparatory school for life.
2) Ida Timothee’s comments on Neusner’s points: (Para. 2)



A. He knows little about students’ college life.


B. He ignores the pressures and hard times students experience at college.
3) Ida argues against Neusner’s point that college is not preparing students for real life.  (Para. 3)


During the college years, we start to be independent, make crucial decisions and are  responsible for them.



Supporting evidence:



A. We learn to budget our time and money.



B. We are tolerant enough to survive in a crowded triple room.



C. We meet people from different parts of the world.

4) Ida argues against the so-called students’ belief that failure leaves no record. (Para. 4)



Her counter-examples:



A. If you fail a test or a course, the teacher won’t erase the grade.



B. If you drop a class, you’ll have to take more courses next semester.



C. Low grades or low GPA means no fine graduate school, no degree.



D. Everyone has to take midterms and finals.



E. No teachers have “pretended not to care” when deadlines are not kept.

5) Ida’s conclusion: (Para. 5)


  College is not “easy, free, forgiving, attentive, comfortable, interesting, unchallenging 

  fun” to her.

2. Understanding Specific Information

1) B    2) A    3) B    4) A    5) B    6) A    7) A   8) B

3. Being Ida Timothee

Sample:

Facts students may list to argue against the professor:  

    —Most teachers/professors are strict and responsible;

    —Class attendance is required, otherwise points will be deducted;

    —Our schedule is so tight that we have little time for sports and other activities;

    —We are required to take too many quizzes, exams, etc.;

    —High marks are very hard to get;

    —Our dormitories are crowded and our cafeteria is not spacious enough;

    —We have to learn to take care of ourselves.

Vocabulary

1. 
Belief—doubt

Deep—shallow

learn—unlearn

shame—pride


polite—rude

inadequate—adequate

success—failure

boring—interesting

dependent—independent

mediocre—excellent

useless—useful

well-informed—ill-informed

smart—dull

painful—painless

imaginative—unimaginative

2. 

  1) deprived of    2) for the sake of    3) get away with    4) dropped out

  5) by no means    6) got down to    7) distinguish … from    8) look back on

  9) gone through    10) after all    11) be rid of    12) on my own

3. 
1) choice    2) secure    3) hear    4) who    5) keep    6) while    7) now    8) This

9) pressure     10) expecting    11) tests    12) within    13) had    14) catch

15) marks    16) parents    17) obtain/get    18) teachers    19) relax    20) shape

课外阅读参考译文
After-Class Reading

Passage I

大学期末考试
1   那天晚上，我在市中心附近闲坐。风在呼啸，气温很低，这气氛让人感到压抑。我知道，所有这一切让我想起了什么，很快我就明白是什么了：期末考试。
2   大学生活最痛苦的时刻莫过于冬天期末考试那一周。这种恐惧刻骨铭心，一生都忘不了——是一种绝望、沮丧，是意识到自己不得不勉强应答一大堆并未掌握的知识，而一个人的未来前途如何，就取决于这种勉强的应答。
3   我查了一下日历。果然，西北大学现在正好是学期快结束的时候——沿着我面前这条路走过去就是西北大学。我知道，就在此刻，就在那里，成千上万的大学生正埋头于课本和笔记，使出浑身解数去背那些晦涩难解的事实和数字，其实这些东西跟他们毫无关系。我按捺不住，径直朝校园走去。在我停下来的第一栋楼里，有一间教室灯火通明。我走了进去。两个年轻人将资料摊得满屋子都是。这会儿没课，只有他们俩。 “嘿，伙计，”我说。他们抬起头，满眼的痛苦。他们看上去好像三四天没睡觉似的。
4   “怎么了，年轻人？”我问。
5   “请别打扰我们，”其中一个轻声道。
6   “别打扰你们？”我问。
7   “期末考试了，”另一人喘着粗气说。
8   我走出教室，开始在校园里悠闲地溜达。男生女生个个神情沮丧，摇摇晃晃地朝图书馆走去。他们有的自言自语，有的抬头默默祈祷，有的走进树林，站稳身子，然后继续往前走。我感觉好极了。我曾经是他们中的一员，但现在我不是了。也许，在这世上，期末考试时，置身大学校园而知道你不必参加考试，可能是世界上最令人兴奋的事了。
9   那晚大部分时间，我从一栋教学楼逛到另一栋教学楼，看着学生们为第二天的考试做准备。这一切是那么熟悉。他们围坐在长桌周围，前面摊开用螺旋线穿起来的笔记簿，连珠炮似地互相发问。一次次良久的沉默，接着是试探性地回答。咒骂声不绝于耳，时不时夹杂着哀叹。他们跺脚，凝视窗外，仿佛随时会哭出来。他们偶尔也朝我瞥一眼。在平时，他们可能会对我的出现感到好奇，但是，那天晚上，他们的目光呆滞无神，思维也不清晰了。我翻阅着体育版的消息，朝他们眨眨眼。
10  如果我当时善心大发，我就会告诉他们现实世界中一个最大的秘密。这是我们所有上过大学的人走出校园后才领悟到的秘密，如果让大学生领悟了这个秘密，他们就会轻松、平静。这就是：现实生活中没有期末考试。
11   确实如此。在现实生活中，你不必了解任何事情。没有任何情况需要你坐在拥挤不堪的教室里，为集中注意力而眯起眼睛，或者一字不漏地背出晦涩、荒唐的具体事实。在现实生活中，你可以把书带上。同学们，请相信：现实生活是开卷考，如果你忘了什么，你可以去查阅，或者请教比你聪明的人。很容易，比在大学里容易多了。
12   只有在大学里，你才会遇上像期末考试那样希奇古怪、令人恐惧的事情。大学管理者们欺骗学生们，让他们相信与庞大的残酷无情的世界里每天所发生的事情相比，期末考试不过是温和的前驱。但这并不是事实。如果现实世界确如期末考试那样荒诞可笑、令人厌烦，你就会看到街上的每位行人都如同在考试那周里的学生一样焦躁不安、可怜之极。现实并非如此，没有了大学的期末考试后，一切如履平地。现实生活如同靠惯性滑行。没有人会要求你说出伊丽莎白时期作品的异同，或者强令你描述布尔战争各大战役的来龙去脉。如果在你工作时真有人过来问你这类问题，那么他就会马上被关进某所精神病院。
13   我本来可以将这些告诉学生们，我本来可以安慰他们，让事情变得简单些。我本来可以请他们和我一起喝杯啤酒，忘了这期末考试周。我本来可以告诉他们：看看《财富》前500强企业的总经理。你想会有人胆敢问他们的期末考试成绩吗？我本来可以灌输给他们这类令人宽慰的想法。
14   但是我没有。我为什么要告诉他们呢？我经历了许多次期末考试，期末考试让我几乎发疯，现在该轮到他们发疯了。我看着绝望中的他们，像一个真正心满意足的人那样笑了。我在校园里几乎呆到午夜，然后才悠闲地离开。在几栋教学楼之间的小径上，我看见有什么东西被风吹动，在人行道上翻滚，我跪下将它拾了起来。这是一本蓝皮书，是期末考试周恐怖的、令人心惊胆战的标志。这一定是某个可怜的学生带出考场后，丢在地上的。我把它插入口袋，机械地笑了笑。校园教学楼里的灯光依然闪烁着，而且会整夜这样，但是我得回家了。
课外阅读参考译文
Passage II

大学失学记

1   正如亚当被逐出伊甸园，我被大学开除了；但是，亚当的越轨是偷尝智慧树上的禁果，而我的罪孽是对这棵树不屑一顾。经历了大学第一年的拙劣表现之后，我在思索失败的原因。现在，我明白了是两个因素导致了我的失败：在事业上缺乏目标和过早的独立。
2   因为在事业上缺乏目标，我就没有前进的方向和动力。在我高中最后一年的中途，父母就逼着我考大学，但直到那时，我根本没有考虑过要从事什么样的职业。为了不让他们再唠唠叨叨，我就跟他们说我要当一名工程师。尽管我的数理化成绩很好，但我已经对它们厌烦了。在上大学的头四个月里，我对理科的厌恶之情已显而易见：我所有的理科课程都不及格。
3   假如我学习更积极一些，我可能会及格，但当时我对上大学还没有心理准备。事实上，我对任何职业都没有心理准备。我以为高中的学习量，即每天一小时，足以让我在大学里得到体面的分数。我错了。由于我无法把自己当作工程师，因此就缺乏使自己更努力的动力，然后我就开始找各种借口逃避学习。
4   即便在看教科书时，我也没在学习。心里想着微风拂面的夏日，躺在一片阴凉的绿草地上，这些幻想分散了我的注意力，赶跑了微积分和物理学理论。当美梦结束时，我已经把前一小时学的内容忘得差不多了。随着期中考试周的临近，我的白日梦越做越长，而学习的时间越来越短。只要能做白日梦，学习便成了可以逃避的事。我经常逃避学习，结果数学、物理、化学都不及格。
5   我为什么不换个专业？为什么我不干脆退学了事？首先，我父母为我付了学费，我害怕他们会停止经济资助，让我身无分文。其次，我的志向仍不明确，即使我转出工学院，我仍然缺乏目标。没有明确的目标，又唯恐让严厉的父母失望，我就在这个专业一直读到圣诞节。原本希望我的分数会提高，我对工程学的态度会改变。
6   然而，及格的愿望没能实现，人也没有成熟起来。由于来自一个小镇，不习惯卡尔加里那样的大城市里快节奏的校园生活，于是我就住在学生公寓里，以为这样就能使自己躲避竞争激烈的课程和不留情面的工程学教授们。经过第一个月的适应，我发现这个地方给我提供了家庭的舒适，却没有了父母的监视。
7   12月中旬，下雪了，期末考试也到了，但是我并没有注意到这两件事中的任何一件，因为我已经成了一个夜猫子，在烟雾缭绕的酒吧里，一杯又一杯地灌着啤酒。一周后，白雪覆盖了校园里的每一幢楼，给所有人预示了一个银装素裹的传统圣诞节，唯独没有给我。我的试卷发下来了，所有课程都不及格。我不在乎，我的朋友们也不在乎，他们的成绩和我一样糟糕。我们吹嘘不受父母管制的自由，却没意识到他们对我们的影响比我们彼此之间的影响有益得多。我和我的朋友们不是泡在酒吧，就是在某个人的房间里打牌，要么不请自到地参加公寓楼里其他学生开的晚会。
8   当时，这种独立使我心旷神怡，已经被剥夺了18年的自由，现在任由我来体验、任由我来滥用。我喝醉酒，却不会受惩罚。没有生气的母亲等我早晨五点回家。没有怒气冲冲的父亲痛斥我糟糕透顶的分数。但是自由是有代价的：没有人告诉我要努力学习；没有人告诉我如果接下来的三门考试拿不到80分，我就完了；没有人告诉我要为自己的行为负责。
9   圣诞节那天，在我的长统袜里，我发现了一张“退学”通知。我不愿为自己的行为承担责任，对于才到手的不受父母管制的独立和自由随心所欲地享用，这两者加起来确保了我的得分低于及格线，使我的圣诞节一片漆黑。
10  不应该得到的独立就如智慧树上的禁果，诱惑我，使我堕落。由于我不够成熟，不能为自己的未来承担起责任，由于我滥用独立的特权，我第一年的大学生活失败了。我失败的种种原因教会了我什么是成熟，什么是责任，将来我再也不会无视智慧之树。被逐出伊甸园足以教训亚当；我被学校开除也是如此。   

Part Three  
FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
1. Enriching Your Word Power

1) A   2) A   3) B   4) B   5) B   6) C   7) C   8) C   9) B   10) B   11) C   12) A

2. How Should Students Be Tested?

  STEP ONE

  Possible alternatives to evaluate students’ performance:

   —quizzes;

   —projects instead of exams;

   —interviews;

   —presentations;

   —seminars and discussion groups;

   —participation in class;

   —a combination of quizzes and assignments.

STEP THREE  

  1) Quizzes

    Its advantages:

     —There’s less pressure for the students.

    Its disadvantages: 

     —Global picture can hardly be given;

     —They don’t require much thinking.

  2) Projects instead of exams

    Its advantages: 

     —More creativity can be expected;

     —Rote learning may be discouraged.

    Its disadvantages: 

     —Cheating is very possible.

  3) Interviews

     Its advantages: 

      —More can be known about the students’ capacity;

      —Students’ verbal talent may also be discovered.

     Its disadvantages:

      —They are time-consuming;

      —Shy students may not be adequately assessed.

  4) Presentations

    Its advantages:

     —More creativity can be expected on the part of the students;

     —They are easier to organize.

    Its disadvantages: 

     —They are also time-consuming.

  5) Seminars and discussion groups

     Its advantages:

      —Peer observation is possible; 

      —Cooperative spirit may be cultivated.

     Its disadvantages: 

      —Chances are not equal for all students.

  6) Participation in class

 Its advantage:

      —It would encourage rapid and creative work.

     Its disadvantages:

      —It would be difficult for students in large classes.

3. A Debate

   For:

—A secure future can be expected;

—Career is guaranteed;

—The most important part – the matriculation test – is over; 

—Without the watchful eye of parents, students should enjoy their freedom;

—High school life was too hard, so students need to relax;

—College is not as competitive as high school;

   Against:

—College life is not easy;

—College life is more competitive than life at high school;

—College courses are tougher;

—Today is the information age, so the more one learns, the more competitive edge one has in the job market;

—There is much more to be learned at college;

—We have to study on our own most of the time.

4. Poster Design 1

Sample:
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5. College Students at Different Times

Sample:

So far as I can see from the pictures, the college students in the 1920s look quite sober, because it was a time when China had just been free from feudalism but was suffering the ravage of such imperialist countries as Russia, Britain, France and Japan. People of that era were patriotic, cherishing a dream to save the country with their knowledge. 

Most college students in 1960s and 70s, compared with those from late 1980s or later on, were very like-minded. They were so enthusiastic or even crazy about the “Cultural Revolution”. Ambitious as they might be, they were unable to escape from the big mess which the whole country was in. 

We college students today are more confident and independent. Thanks to the modern technology, we have broader views and easier access to the outside world. We enjoy those modern facilities which students decades ago couldn’t even imagine. Since China has become stronger and more developed, we feel we have a higher status in the world.

Despite the many differences I think Chinese college students, in spite of the time, share many similarities. We’re all hard-working, honest and patriotic. These traditional Chinese values will never change.

6. Campus Comedies

   Number One

   Answers:

   1) The professor’s request for him to take the exam.

   2) The word “exam” frightens everybody.

   Number Two

   Note: This is an open question. Varied answers should be encouraged.

   Sample Answers;

    —Students shouldn’t be so money-minded.

    —Books are something students should never get rid of.

    —College professors are smarter than students.

   Number Three

   Answer: Mind your spelling.

   Number Four:

   Answers:

   1) The girl/Republicans.

   2) The professor/Democrats.

   3) Very witty/smart/clever, etc.

   Number Five:

   Note: This is an open question. Varied answers should be encouraged.

   Sample Answers:

    —I think the student’s answer is acceptable, because to remain silent is also a human right.

    —I think the student is very clever. 

    —All roads lead to Rome. Students should be encouraged to offer different answers to the same question.

    —I think the answer is acceptable. Professors should not expect a single answer to each question.

    —I don’t think the answer is acceptable because it is not the expected answer. 

Part Four 

WRITING AND TRANSLATION

2　Translation Practice

1) 理解、应用概念和记住那些考试一结束就会忘得一干二净的事实，这两者之间有着明确的区别。
2) 尤其在技术领域，变化如此迅速，以致于我们从本科教育中所能期望的最大收益是学习能力的培养。因此，记住事实不如获取应用的能力。
3) 对教授们来说，考试是评估学生掌握了多少知识的最为简易的方法，至少在比较大的班级是如此。
4) 现实生活远非一场开卷考，它是一场你永远都无法完全准备好的考试，而且你根本无法补考。
5) 在现实生活中，我们无法预测明天会发生什么，也不知道该准备些什么。
6) 成功失败，起起落落，这些都是现实生活的特征，它并非如人们所猜想的那么容易。
3　Writing

1) Sample: 

Dear friend,


After I read your essay “Those College Finals”, some questions pop into my mind. You said that the most miserable moment of a college student’s life is during final exam week, that real life is an open-book test, and that real life is much easier than college life. 


However, I don’t quite agree with you. Firstly, the purposes of finals are to show how students are getting on with their studies, help them find their weaknesses and have a better grasp of what they have learned. If one works hard at other times, one shouldn’t be afraid of finals. The final exam week is thus by no means the most miserable moment. Secondly, in real life, we can’t anticipate what will happen tomorrow and don’t know what should be prepared for. So it is not easier. On the contrary, it is much more difficult than college life.


So I think you need to take a closer look at college life and real life, gain a better understanding of both so that you won’t go to extremes. I hope you’ll be more positive towards the world.  (189 words)

Yours Sincerely,

2) Sample: 


When the National Entrance Exam was approaching, simulated tests became more frequent. One morning, we had a math test first. It was very difficult and we were all very depressed. The physics test would soon follow. We all begged the teacher not to give it, but he wouldn’t listen. We could do nothing but take it. It was even more difficult. You can imagine how frustrated and exhausted we were when we left the classroom around noon. 


That afternoon, we had two hours of English. To our despair, the English teacher had a pile of papers too! Perhaps she saw we were all tired, she didn’t distribute the papers at once. Instead, she asked us, “Wouldn’t you like to have an English test today?” We were almost paralyzed by too many tests and too many failures, so we shouted in chorus, “No!” She was astonished. A few seconds later, she said, “No, we won’t have the test today.” (160 words)



