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Research Interests:

Dr. Gruber-Baldini's research interests are in gerontology, psychological  and cognitive functioning, and the impact of chronic conditions on functioning. She has worked on projects examining functioning in both community-dwelling and institutionalized elderly. Her research has examined the impact of chronic disease on physical and cognitive outcomes. Both her doctoral (on the Seattle Longitudinal Study) and postdoctoral (on the Baltimore Longitudinal Study of Aging) research has involved longitudinal studies that examined the influence of chronic disease conditions on cognitive and physical functioning over time. She has worked as a co-investigator and senior data analyst for many longitudinal studies, including the Baltimore Hip Studies, the University of Maryland Long-Term Care Project,  the Collaborative Studies of Long-term Care, and the University of Maryland Parkinson’s Disease and Movement Disorders Center. 

Dr. Gruber-Baldini is currently investigating the interaction of cognition (including dementia and delirium) and health in both hospitals and long-term care settings. She was awarded a Task Order to study treatment and outcomes of dementia by AHRQ as part of the DEcIDE (Developing Evidence to Inform Decisions about Effectiveness) Network. She has been the Principal Investigator of a  NHLBI-funded grant to look at delirium outcomes in an ongoing study of blood transfusion protocols in hip fractures  (FOCUS). She is a co-investigator on studies on cognitive disorders after hip fracture (delirium and dementia) as part of the Baltimore Hip Studies program and is the site Co-PI for the Community Ambulation Study rehabilitation interventions for hip fracture patients.. She is also working on potential interventions for persons with dementia after hip fracture.

She is a co-investigator of the University of Maryland Movement Disorders Quality of Life and Functions Study, which has analyzed longitudinal data on over 2500 patients with Parkinson's disease and other neurological conditions. She is also a co-investigator on the NIH-funded PROMIS Development and Validation of a Self-Efficacy Item Bank grant, which utilizes data from 5 neurological patient groups (Parkinson’s disease, stroke, multiple sclerosis, peripheral vascular disease, and epilepsy). 

Dr. Gruber-Baldini serves as the Director of the Statistical Analyses and Data Management Group within the Division of Gerontology. She has extensive experience in SAS, STATA, and SPSS analyses packages and in the data management of longitudinal studies. She is chair of the EPH computer committee and the Appointmet, Promotions, and Tenure committee. . In addition, she is heavily involved in the Gerontology Doctoral Program, where she serves as chair of the admissions committee and teaches  core courses in Psychology of Aging and Epidemiology of Aging.
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