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On Pragmatic Explanation of Language Violence

MAO Yan-sheng
(Foreign Languages Department, Harbin Engineering University, Harbin Heilongjiang 150001)

Abstract: Language violence (LV for short) always has been focused on in linguistics but its pragmatic

reasons from internal language system have been up in the air. Through the analysis of reference

relationship in LV. This paper finds that the pragmatic reasons of using LV lies in its obvious variation

tendency in reference distance, which is expressed as reference distance contraction in lexical level and

expressed as reference extending in syntax level. This distance variation reflects the excessive adjustment

between signifier and signified for language user, leading “meaning implosion” tendency. It also reflects

signifier not only bears the signified but also has the anti-signified ability.

Key words: Language Violence; Reference Distance; Pragmatic Explanation






