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The Translation and Reception of Moment in Peking in China
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Abstract In 1939 Lin Yutang published his first English novel Moment in Peking in America The novel was popular among 

English readers and was soon translated into Spanish Italian German Japanese Chinese and other languages This paper aims to study 

the translation and reception of Moment in Peking in China It is proposed that the Chinese version of the novel should be revised or even 

retranslated
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A tale of rich Chinese families living 
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I found Moment in Peking a 

fascinating read. At times, though, it did feel a little 

long. Nevertheless, I heartily recommend Moment 

in Peking to any avid readers of Chinese literature-

or anyone at all, for that matter. Truely 

a classic...I really can’t recommend it enough! 

Wonderful book A good story, well told 

with exceptionally solid characterisations.

a good historical family story This is one 

of the greatest books I’ve ever read The 

work impressed me enough to cause me to search 

everywhere to nd everything else he ever published 

in English. Great book on understanding 

Chinese culture and Philosophy If you want 

to understand Chinese culture and family traditions, 

this is definitely an excellent book. Oriental 

equivalent of Tolstoy’ s ‘War and Peace’, 
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He thought that 

if they could get mule carts and go straight south to 

Tehchow the first city in Shantung an eight-or 

nine-day journey they would then be safe

an eight-or-nine-day journey

A well-bound well shaped pair of 

dainty feet was a delight because most bound feet 

were not well bound with regard to proportion 

and angle
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