Environmental
worldviews and ethics
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1.Culture and worldview

m Culture = knowledge, beliefs, values, and
learned ways of life shared by a group of
people.

m Worldview = a person’s or group’s beliefs
about the meaning, purpose, operation, and
essence of the world.

Culture and worldview affect perception 27
of the environment and environmental
problems.
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2.Environmental ethics i B2

Environmental ethics Is a topic of applied
ethics that examines the moral basis of

environmental responsibility.
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Ethics 163
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m Ethics Is one branch of philosophy.
Ethics seeks to define fundamentally
what Is right and what Is wrong,
regardless of cultural differences.
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Morals 18 4t

Morals differs somewhat from ethics
because morals reflect the
predominant feelings of a culture

about ethical issues.
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Is Is OK to destroy a Are humans justified
forest to create jobs In driving other

for people? species to extinction?
Should the present Is it OK for some
generation conserve communities to be
resources for future exposed to more
generations? pollution than others?
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Environmental justice (EJ)

Poor people and minorities suffer more than their
share of environmental problems, EJ advocates
say. The EJ movement began with a protest against
a toxic waste dump in an African-American
community in North Carolina.

Figure 2.8
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entral Case :
Enwronmental Justlce and the Navajo

- Navajo miners were not warned of radiation risks nor
provided protection by the industry or the U.S. government
when they went to work in uranium mines. Flgure 2.10



Central Case: Environmental justice

and the Jabiluka mine
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- Uranium mines have
contaminated
Aboriginal land, and
their placement there
has been said to
violate principles of
environmental
justice.

Figure 2.9



The Mirrar Clan Confronts the Jabiluka
Uranium Mine
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Australia’s economy and the local economy.

m The Mirrar oppose the mine for cultural, religious, ethical,
health, and economic reasons.

m Mining plans have at this time been canceled.



The uranium mines

m Aborigines who saw
the environmental
Impacts of the
Ranger mine
opposed the
Jabiluka mine.

(a) Ranger mine

m Their culture and
worldview favored
natural land and
functioning
ecosystems.
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(b) labiluka mine Figure 2.2
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3.Three ethical worldviews

Ecocentric
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RIEREY (The development ethic)
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m [n some circles, guestioning growth Is
considered almost unpatriotic R E .
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The conservation ethic/f3"48 2
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The conservation ethic stresses that
rapid and uncontrolled growth In
population and ecomonics is self-
defeating in the long run.

Figure 2.6



Gifford Pinchot advocated using natural resources,
but exploiting them wisely, for the greatest good
for the greatest number for the longest time.

Figure 2.6



3.2 &0 E X (Biocentric)

m Opinion: According to the broadest
form of the life-centered theory, all
forms of life have an inherent right to

exist. — IR F R
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The preservation ethic R B /& H 2
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Use value: worth of the direct use of a
resource

Option value: worth of things we
conserve, possibly to use later
Aesthetic value: worth for beauty or
emotional appeal

Scientific value: worth for scientific
research

Educational value: worth for teaching
and learning

Existence value: worth of existence,
even if we never experience something
directly




- John Muir (right, with President Roosevelt at
Yosemite) advocated preserving unspoiled nature,
for its own sake and for human fulfillment.

Figure 2.5
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m Ecocentric maintains that the environment
deserves direct moral consideration and not
one that is merely derived from human (and
animal) interests.
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K22 (The land ethic)
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The position of eco-
centric is the view
advocated by the
ecologist and writer Aldo
Leopold in his book A
Sand County Almanac
(1949).

Aldo Leopold urged
people to view
themselves as part of
nature, and to strive
to maintain “the
Integrity, stability,
and beauty of the
biotic community.”
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Expansion of ethical consideration
over time

MNature
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(a) The evelution:of athics {b) The expanding concept of rights



Which worldview is closest to your own?
a. Anthropocentric
b. Biocentric
C. Ecocentric
D. Others



B3

SEIG = BT — P T e NARR)
MIEEMNN, ZEHHITER, MHE
te 3 22 A AR IR IEFE




bl 5rHfr2:

MIA A B S

NRBER G REHZ 5 AR

B B HISEE ?

FH

B E

RS IR

XS B A5



" S
RIS TE L Te iR

AN Z IR0 B 3 U & B A H A 2 1
77, BN AGeEaH R B A . fEHITH SRR
SHIRHE, BRAIFEZBISNTH, T X
ZEEE, BBEH—HELNAE, Bt
R, EMEHANRRE. XMEEF, RE
Rl FIFE AR EE.

Ny

!



" A
Ethics and economics

- Both disciplines
deal with how we
value and
perceive our
environment.

How we
perceive the
environment

What we
value

. These influence
our decisions and
actions.

Qur
.~ decisions
\ and actions |
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Major International Environmental Treaties Since 1965

Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora,1973

Agreement on an International Energy Programme,1974

Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air
Pollution,1979

Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear
Material,1980

International Tropical Timber Agreement,1983

Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer,
1985

Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the
Ozone Layer,1987

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change,1992
UN Conference on Environment and Development,1992
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