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Dropping Out of School for Work for Rural Youth and Its Determinants

Liu Chengbin

Abstract: In addressing long-term development of rural youth this article explores the phenomenon
and the mechanisms of school dropout for migrant work for rural youth which is currently a common so-
cial problem in China. The analysis based on survey data shows that dropout for migrant work is relat—
ed to the following factors: the distance between rural and urban society individuals™ economic atti—
tude their perspective on macro-social trends and their parents™ educational concept and method.
Other than the structural issue on the urban—ural differences the decision of rural youth of school drop-
out for migrant work is made by an economic—ationality-based model. However dropout for migrant
work should not be considered solely as a personal issue of rural youth but also a social problem that
needs to be addressed through policy adjustment. Therefore it is suggested that a gradient based mi-
gration policy be adopted to avoid a single utilitarian and economically orientated perspective.
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Table 1  Sample Characteristics
| Pk d bIES ;A Pk d UiES
474 58.0 15 & 15 % 207 44 5.4
PR
343 42.0 16 % 30 3.7
. % —k
35 ¥ AL 506 61.9 17 % 45 5.5
ik EOR-ER
35 T 311 38.1 P 18 % 44 5.4
NEEAT 192 23.5 19 % B )5 414 50.7
w1 379 46.4 A (ARITI) 240 29.4
& HAR 75 9.2 R ELIE A R A 70 8.6
HI 5 0.6 RG22 A K A 36 4.4
SACHE )
E@E Ty 93 11.4 Y54 4 674 82.5
X EA AL 63 7.7 KR R 9 1.1
BA(RKRE) 9 1.1 1B 21 2.6
He B (RHL) 7 0.9
15 1 «“ "; 16 0 «
1 0;
@« ”
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v 7 5 o
“ T ) P
3.1 ”
817 240 577
0 577 15 15
44 7.6% . 16 30 5.2% 16 16 74
12. 8% - 35 35
15 15 13.3% 15 15
3.4%;, 16 18 35.7% 16 18
9.1% » 35 o
65 “ 7
(9 ) 28 43.1%; 10 ~19 16
24.6% ; 20 ~29 8 12.3%; 30 13
20.0% » 0
(
) o
( ) 2.
2 ( )
Table 2 Dropout Rates of Three Junior High Schools in Zhejiang, Hubei and Henan %

2001 & 2002 & 2003 28 2004 22 2005 & 2006 & 2007 & 2008 2

Wi DA 8.9 8.7 8.1 7.3 6.0 6.6 6.7 5.7
A T 4 P 4.4 5.0 10.0 9.5 12.6 10.9 7.6 6.3
T W 9.6 9.9 6.2 7.8 9.0 8.3 4.9 5.4

E: HHE R B 2010 F B F AR 2R A (10CSHOLS) a9ifl s, T @ A E A i BB Rk A X —A &,

o D 2001 638 2008
492 T 2001 801 2008 620

; W 2001 1224 2008 840
o 5% ~

10% o
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Table 3 Estimation of School Dropout in Guizhou Province

4 WEERE WPRLAK  APEAEAK ;ﬁj jﬁ;f ;;’;Z’ o
1997 1511 276443 412114

1998 1567 298548 445196

1999 1592 312633 494406

2000 1648 331329 557466 80785 19.60
2001 1523 362647 638216 82549 18.54
2002 1923 434933 703105 59473 12.03
2003 2068 502251 728959 55215 9.90
2004 2183 573295 721590 64921 10.17
2005 2193 627254 710857 75851 10.79
2006 2151 650318 704579 78641 10.79
2007 2189 645490 709794 76100 10.55

A RF: TN AR A BRETHFTMNAZ LRSS GrM it £5)1998 4 £ 2008 4, 7 B 4t it
4
Table 4  Dropout Rates in the Provinces of Sichuan, Hubei, Henan, Zhejiang, and Guangdong

Fy w1 #b T #rix &
1997 15.6 17.3 6.9 7.4 10.8
1998 16.0 18.8 8.4 6.3 13.4
1999 14.8 16.8 9.4 5.1 11.2
2000 15.7 14.8 12.2 4.6 10.0
2001 13.8 11.4 5.1 3.1 7.9
2002 12.9 11.0 2.3 2.3 6.8
2003 13.6 8.8 5.8 2.2 7.9
2004 7.6 8.1 3.6 2.0 9.6

PR R R: W B it B g (N it 5 ) b B it B % (bt F 5 D) T d A Rt B (Ta skt £ 5 )00
TG B (it £ 5 ) A% B% O A%t 540 B 1998 £ £ 2008 4, B it it

e e 10. 1%
2003 10.7% ( . 2009)
10% . £ 2000 14 ~35
30127.95 2009 20440. 12 14 ~35
2000  ~3000 .

3.2
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Table 5 Percentage in Answering “Strongly Agree” to the Question

Regarding Earning Money by Yong Peasants Aged Less than 35

£k 15 % & # F(N=33) 16 ~18 % (N =89) 19 % & & (N =127)
BRI B R R T E 27.3 16.7 14.3
17484 R A B LR R 18.2 23.3 11.8
RAFABFIT TR EFH 54.5 20.0 11.5
AT TR R R — S A 72.7 26.7 12.2
AR AAE BB E A 54.5 20.0 11.5
ARBIH FHEE R 27.3 23.3 11.8
RAT AT — FEH ol 18.2 20.0 11.5
RFAFRRFTERFRRIE 54.5 20.0 22.4
ARG AT AR AR 54.5 23.3 12.9
SEANAF A RAE R R ER 54.5 20.0 22.4
15 13 N »
13 »
( 2012) “
6
Table 6 Reasons for Migrant Work for Yong Peasants
s A AFhalE REd. FHAR ERRA I ER
o AHTIT  BEEH  BERLR AN 2% BTk
I 9 0 15 4 3 2
15 % & # (N =33)
I F 27.3 0.0 45.5 12.1 9.1 6.1
16 ~18 % IR A 16 9 30 13 6 15
(N =89) EIES 18.0 10.1 33.7 14.6 6.7 16.9
19 % B E IR 21 29 39 18 4 16
(N=127) S 16.5 22.8 30.7 14.2 3.1 12.6
A3t I K 46 38 84 35 13 33
(N =249) LS 18.5 15.3 33.7 14.1 5.2 13.3
X = 19.390 df=10 sig<0.05

[43
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( Harri 1995) .

7 35
Table 7 Ways of Getting Work for the Young Peasants

ERAE  RFEMA

LS P B BRI #ERI ALY H
15 % 3, %7 Pk e 16 5 0 3 7 1
(N=33) LS 50.0 15.6 .0 9.4 21.9 3.1
16-18 % K 35 24 0 10 17 3
(N=89) IR 39.3 27.0 .0 11.2 19.1 3.4
19 % K 34 13 5 29 44 2
(N=127) IR & 26.8 10.2 3.9 22.8 34.6 1.6
oit K 85 42 5 42 68 6
(N =243) EIES 34.3 16.9 2.0 16.9 27.4 2.4

X' =29.700 df=10 sig<0.001

3.3
35
o 8 0
8
Table 8 Logistic Regression for Dropping Out of School for Migrant Work
T B S.E, Wald Sig. Exp (B)
RATALAIE 5 0.655 0.222 8.739 0.003 1.925
B WAL LIS 0.289 0.155 3.492 0.062 1.335
MAZF AR 0.254 0.124 4.188 0.041 1.290
KA F WA F 7 X, 0. 140 0.083 2.853 0.091 1.150
WTALLIE S -0.475 0. 145 10. 800 0.001 0.622
T ~26.223 8.854 8.773 0.003 0. 000

-2 AFEAKAE = 115.843 N =158

Y =-26.223 +0.655X, +0.289X, +0.254X, + 0. 140X, - 0. 475X,

Y X, X,
X, X, X, .
B=BxS.D./1.8138 :

Y = 1.562X, +0.842X, + 1.210X, + 0. 649X, — 1. 439X,

N N

[43 ”»
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2000 ~ 3000
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“ ” . 2010 5 19
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