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Abstract: Reproduced photographic works are very common in our daily life. They aim to make a
precise reproduction of the object and their originality is embodied in the combined effect realized
through the use of shooting angle, lighting and shadow, exposure and filter. The judicial practice of i-
dentifying the originality of reproduced photographic works on the basis of the choice of photographic
technology is incorrect and therefore should be rectified. The identification of the originality of repro-
duced photographic works should be based on whether the reproduced photographic work has ex-
pressed more information than the object itself. The replication factor has a bigger impact on the
process of identification of the originality of reproduced photographic work. In deciding whether the
photographic reproduction of a three-dimensional art work should be granted copyright, the judge
should take into consideration both the originality and the competitiveness of the replication. Photo-
graphic reproductions made automatically by a machine that reflect no intellectual creation should not
be granted copyright, whereas those reflecting creative expression can be granted copyright. When a
photographer reproduces the scene of a current affair, the form of expression created through the sim-
ple permutation and combination of some or all elements of pure facts should include the photographic
report. The boundary between photographic work and report on current affairs can be reasonably de-
fined through the application of the merger principle and the raising of the originality requirement for
photographic reproduction of current affairs.

Key Words: reproduced photographic works, originality, variant replication, current affairs
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