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Abstract: In present China, the appealing for the freedom and publication of information by the gen-
eral public and keeping functional and habitual confidentiality by administrative organs constitutes the
major contradiction in public opinion conflicts in social disputes. The resolution of these conflicts has
exceeded the procedural and technical requirements of Regulations on Disclosure of Government Infor-
mation. On the one hand, the right to freedom of information is one of the basic human rights, and in-
formation disclosure is an obligation of administrative organs, which has become an international
trend. On the other hand, our Constitution has recognized the right to know, which can be the ade-
quate basis to the legislation on information disclosure. Therefore, it is urgent to make a law on infor-
mation disclosure to impose restrictions on government’ s dominate and broad confidentiality, regulate
ways by which the general public get information, and maintain peaceful social order.

The maximum publication should be set as the basic principle of information disclosure by Chi-
nese legislation, and the public institutions should be defined as the subjects to publicize the informa-
tion through legal procedures. Given the complexity of the issues involved in defining the boundaries
between publicity and confidentiality, the legislators should clarify the scope and method of publica-
tion as far as possible to prevent the serious law becoming a kind of guidance by which different levels
of administrative organs can choose the emphasis of publicity within the range of their respective du-
ties and responsibilities. In comparative perspective, researches on the methods, scope, subjects and
right-relief mechanism of information disclosure represent the future trend of Chinese legislation on in-
formation disclosure.

Key Words: freedom of information, information disclosure, maximum, publication law on informa-

tion disclosure
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