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{23 Spencer Zifcak, The Responsibility to Protect, in Malcolm D. Evans (ed.), International Law, 3" ed., Oxford
University Press, 2010, p. 524.

L33 Certain Expenses of the United Nations, Advisory Opinion, ICJ Reports, 1962, p. 168.

{43 Stephen P. Marks and Nicholas Cooper, Part II Human Rights: Law, Policy, and Implementation: The
Responsibility to Protect ; Watershed or Old Wine in a New Bottle?, 2 Jindal Global Law Review 118, 122 — 123
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L 73 Mehrdad Payandeh, With Great Power Comes Great Responsibility? The Concept of the Responsibility to Protect
Within the Process of International Lawmaking , 35 The Yale Journal of International Law 500 (2010).
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Abstract: The responsibility to protect (R2P) is a new concept or doctrine which appeared at the
beginning of the 21st century in the international community. It has not only a close connection
with some fundamental principles of international law and international relations, such as state
sovereignty, non—intervention in the internal affairs of other states, the prohibition of the use of
force and human rights protection etc. , but also has involvement in or an impact on the practices
on the hot issues in the international community. Therefore, the R2P doctrine initiates immedi-
ately concern and discussion in the international community once it was put forward, and the mili-
tary intervention within the R2P doctrine is the most critical and controversial problem.

By comparing the military intervention under the R2P and the provisions of the use of force in
the U. N. Charter, the author points out that, on the one hand, it should be affirmed that the
military intervention within R2P, which is different from unilateral humanitarian intervention, is
progressive to some extent. R2P advocates that the military intervention should obtain a legiti-
mate basis through the authorization of the U. N. , which is the greatest distinction between the
doctrine and humanitarian intervention. On the other hand, R2P attempts to re — interpret the
terms relating to the use of force of the U. N. Charter through a flexible expansion of interpreta-
tion, to extend the authorization or permission of the use of force from the U. N. and increase
possibility for military intervention.

It can be seen from the ten years practices since the birth of the R2P concept that the only ap-
plication of military intervention under R2P is the response to the situation in Libya. It seems that
the international community parties so far do not reach consensus on the sensitive issue of military
application of R2P, and still hold cautious position on implementing the R2P by military means.
The R2P doctrine has so far not modified the present law of the use of force, but it has some
effects on the collective coercive measures of the U, N. collective security system.
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