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Abstract: The essence of the work of judges is to distinguish the right and wrong based on laws,
facts and conscience. Specifically, judges should take facts as the basis, laws as the criterion and
conscience as the standard when hearing cases. In the past decades, the skills and experience of
Chinese judges to check the facts and use the laws have made considerable progress, while the
conscience of judges remains the short board and needs to be inquired into. The value of the
conscience of judges can be summarized as follows: “conscience is self-realized”, i.e., a “court”
that judges establish in their heart for self-trial; “conscience is the beginning of goodness”, i.e. ,
an important basis for judges to balance interests and select from values; “conscience is well-
doing”, i.e. » a magic weapon to overcome human weakness of the judges and make up loopholes
in the legal system.

The connotation of the conscience of judges can be summarized as eight “hearts”; the “heart”
of equal treatment; the “heart” of seeking the truth and not wronging a good man; the “heart” of
adhering to justice and understanding the spirit of the laws; the “heart” of punishing evil and
promoting good, defending the country and comforting the people; the “heart” of setting the cases
and disputes and achieving harmony; the “heart” of making sincere, compassionate and pitiful
judgments; the “heart” of hardworking and saving people in distress; and the “heart” of keeping
honest and stainless. In fostering his conscience a judge must consider others in his own place and
distinguish good and evil, keep vigilant and prudent, look back at past mistakes he has made and
correct them, and form the culture of conscience and promote it.

Key Words: judicial judgment, conscience of judges, judicial ethics
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