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Abstract: The paper documents of Jinlv Annotation unearthed in Yumenhuahai are major discoveries in
China legal history of this century, which are of great importance to look into the true visage of Jinlv.

The studies of this article have shown that the writing age of the paper documents of Jinlv
Annotation is most likely the late period of West Jin. And the author of Jinlv Annotation un-
earthed from Yumenhuahai may be Du Yu according to its language style. Moreover, Du Yu’s an-
notation of Jinlv was then an official edition promulgated throughout the whole country with
great influence, which also supports the above posit. Jinlv Annotation from Yumenhuahai shows
that Jinlv has twenty sections, which proves that the record of Jinshu is correct.

Through the discussion about the two examples of law on arrest in Jinlv Annotation , this ar-
ticle tries to clarify that some articles and terms of this law inherited from the law of Qin and
Han, which were also inherited by the law of Sui and Tang. Meanwhile, through the textual re-
search on the law governing dukes and emperors in Jinlv Annotation , this article finds that most
of the regulations were also originated from the systems of Qin and Han, and had no direct rela-
tionship with Zhouli. Moreover, the legislative inspirit of these regulations had no inclination to
expanse the strength of dukes and emperors, and had nothing to do with the Rebellion of Eight
Emperors in the late period of West Jin. Lastly, the unearth of Jinlv Annotation provides new
historical evidence to prove that as one of the sources of the law of Latter Wei, the legal study in
Corridor District of Hexi included not only the law of Han, but also the element of the law of Jin.
Key Words: the paper documents of Jinlv Annotation from Yumenhuahai, law on arrest, law gov-

erning duke and emperor, legal study in Corridor District of Hexi
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