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Abstract: As the most widely used insect-resistant gene all around the world, the cry gene
from B. thuringiensis (B.t) is of substantial potential economic value. Since the mid-1980s the
developed countries (US, EU and Japan etc.) speed up taking the advantage of intellectual
property rights(IPRs) in the field of cry-gene technology for the sake of building their own secure
IPRs defense systems and then dominating the initiative process in the relevant industry
development. This paper collected all patent data of cry genes in the globe, and analyzed the
patent-distribution status of the cry-gene family in hope of providing policy options to the Chinese
government in avoiding IPR traps within agro-biological R&D and commercialization.
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