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A brief history of traditional Chinese medicinal pills XU Xia', LU Xiang', ZHU Jianping’ ( corre-
sponding author). 1 Anhui University of Traditional Chinese Medicine , Hefei, 230038 ; 2 China Institute for
History of Medicine and Medical Literature, Beijing, 100700, China

[ Abstract] Traditional Chinese medicine pill, an archaic medicinal preparation form,is a kind of
spherical or spherical — like preparation form produced by medicinal powders or extracts mixed with appro-
priate excipient or other accessories. It was originated in the Pre — Qin Dynasty, developed and enriched
from the Han Dynasty to the Ming and Qing Dynasties. With the improvement of preparing process, honeyed
pill, waxed pill, coating pill and wax — coating pill etc. appeared in succession. In modern times, with the
progress of pharmaceutical machine, the medicinal pill is innovated constantly, and at present, it becomes

the main form of Chinese patent medicine with batch production.
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