


Background information

Jack London (1876-1916) was born in San Francisco and brought up in hardship and poverty,
never able to get much formal education. In spite of this, he was a greedy reader, and he
constantly borrowed books from the public library. In 1897, he followed the groups of men who
rushed to Alaska. He found no gold there, but his experiences gave him material for many of his
famous stories, including his most widely read novel The Call of the Wild. At first, however, for

several years he met only with discouragement when he was trying to sell his stories and novels.

Then suddenly his writings began to be accepted, and Jack London soon became one of the




About the story:

The Call of the Wild was published in 1903. It is a nature

story, featuring a domestic dog that is drawn back to live

with a wolf pack in the wilderness. Receiving instant critical




About the Gold Rush:

The Gold Rush in Canada (1897-1898) was one of the gold

rushes that took place in about the second half of the 19th

century. A gold rush is characteristic of swarming in of




Text Comprehension

 When did the story happen?
 What made the year 1897 so special?
» What was Buck’s life like in the sunny valley?

» Buck was kidnapped to the north. There, he was sold to a dog
dealer. He was beside himself with anger, so he attempted to attack
the dog dealer. But unfortunately, he did not succeed. Every time,
he was hit heavily by the club. At last, he gave up and pretended to




Topics for discussion

How do you understand the sentence “Buck was beaten (he knew that) but he
was not broken”?

Suggested answer:

This sentence is very expressive, impressive and telling. With the choice of
neat-looking and nice-sounding words "beaten" and "broken", which also give
the effect of alliteration, this sentence contains profound meanings. Buck was
fully aware that he was punished for his furious rebellion, clubbed cruelly by
the fat man in a red coat. He was beaten up relentlessly, with bleeding wounds
all over his body, so much so that he stopped rebellious jumping up and over




What does “the law of club and tooth” mean?

Suggested answer:

Here, of course, both club and tooth are used in their
metaphoric sense. They are indicative of cutting and hitting,
biting and beating, crushing and cracking, fighting and
punishing. The law of club and tooth means that the rule of
action in the wild north was that of coldness, toughness,
harshness, and fierceness. You are supposed to show your




Discuss the character of Buck, of Spitz and of Frangois and Perrault as
they are portrayed in the home reading section.

Suggested answer:

As portrayed in the home reading section, the character of Buck is that

of bravery, intelligence, shrewdness and responsibility. He is brave in

fighting back against the crazy Indian dogs in defense of his own team,

and he is brave in taking Spitz' challenge and overwhelming this considerable
rival. He shows himself as a clever and shrewd being by avoiding starting

the final dual with Spitz in front of the two men and by using artful tactics to get
the better of the powerful and sly enemy Spitz. Buck is also described as
ambitious, or rather, responsible, persisting in becoming lead-dog, which he




What do you guess would have happened if the Indian dogs had not interrupted
the first clash between Buck and Spitz?

Suggested answer:
Even if there had not been the unexpected interruption from the Indian dogs,
the thing would still have followed its destined course. That is to say, what

happened later on on that bright-moon night would have only occurred

somewhat earlier. The life-and-death combat between Buck and Spitz would




Difficult Points & Solutions

1. Buck jumped at the man, sixty kilos of anger, his mouth
wide open, ready to bite the man's neck.
His mouth wide open is here an absolute nominative
structure, used as an adverbial to modify jumped at the
man.

2. Buck understood that a man with a club must be obeyed,
although he did not have to be a friend.




4. The wild animal was strong in Buck.
This sentence means that the tendency towards the wildness, or the
nature of being wild was growing strong in Buck's heart as well as in
his body.

5. But Spitz was always showing his teeth to Buck.
But Spitz was trying from time to time to challenge Buck to a quarrel
and to give a start to a fight with him.

6. They were all skin and bone.

They were extremely thin, with little flesh.
Note the expressions of "be all + n." in English.




