            Teaching Plan for 21st Century College English

(Book I, First Semester)

Unit Two          
Text A:
Conversational Ballgames 
Text B:
The Power of Words

Teaching Aims:

· Key Words and Phrases  

come to a halt; challenge; be responsible for; take turns; previous; knock down; no/little/small wonder; halfway; call on; refer to; now (that); switch

· Writing Skill

Learn to use time markers

· Reading Skill

Recognizing Main Ideas

· Structure focus

1. “whoever, whatever, however or the like”
2. “no wonder or it is no wonder”
3. “now that”
· Word building

1. -ance ; -ence ;-ant ; -ent 
2. dis- 
Teaching Difficulties:  Reading skills: Recognizing Main Ideas
Time Distribution: 
	Periods
	1-2
	3-4
	5-6

	Teaching Task
	Text A
	Listening & Speaking
	Text B+ Reading Skill


Teaching plan for 1-2 periods
I 
Teaching aims

· Text A explanation

· Key words and phrases

II 
Teaching Steps:
1.
Show students teaching aims of this unit 

2.
Warming up questions or discussion

3.
Pre-listening 

4.
Detailed explanation of Text A

III  Background information 

1. Nancy Masterson Sakamoto

Nancy Masterson Sakamoto was born in 1931. as someone married to a Japanese man, and as someone teaching American studies in a Japanese university, she has a unique perspective on both American and Japanese cultures. This perspective is brought t bear in her essay, “Conversational Ballgames.” Her ability to equate American and Japanese conversations with simple games that most of us have played at one time or another provides her readers with insights as to why the old saying “east is east, and west is west” may be more valid than ever, despite our shrinking global community.

2. tennis 

Tennis is a game in which opposing players—one or two on each side—use rackets to hit a ball back and forth over a net. The game is played on a flat surface called a court. Each player tries to score points by hitting the ball so that the opposing player or players cannot return it over the net and inside the court.

Tennis may be played indoors or outdoors. If two people play, the game is called singles. If four people play, it is called doubles. In most singles and doubles matches, men play men and women play women. In mixed doubles, a man and a woman play on each side.

3. Bowling:


Bowling is a sports game played everywhere in the world. A game played by rolling a ball down a wooden alley in order to knock down a triangular group of ten pins. In the game, the players stand in a line and wait for his or her turn. When the turn comes, the player steps up to the line and carefully rolls the ball clown the wooden alley. Then every one else stands and watches, pausing at the end to record the score.

IV
Warm-up discussion 

1.
Look at the title and guess what this passage is about. 
2.
Go over the first paragraph quickly and find out who the author is. Is she a Japanese born and educated in the United States or an American married to a Japanese?
3.
Have you ever talked with a native speaker of English? What problems have you encountered in making a conversation with a foreigner?

V 
Language points 
1.
to the point where—until, to the extent that, up to the time when something develops or is achieved

e.g.: I studied Japanese to the point where I became a fluent speaker.

I could not fall asleep unless I exercised to the point of exhaustion.

2.
come to a halt—stop moving; stop completely

e.g.: The car slowed and came to a halt opposite a young lady.

The economic boom came to a sudden halt.

3.
challenge—1) call someone to compete against one, esp. in a fight

e.g.: They had challenged and beaten the best teams in the world.

I challenged him to a game of tennis.

              2) question the lawfulness or rightness of (someone or something)

e.g.: The journalist challenged the justice of the new law.

4.
be responsible for—1) have the duty of looking after someone or something

e.g.: The government is responsible for widespread corruption.

                   
2) be the cause of

e.g.: Global warming was one of the many factors responsible for the worst flooding in decades.

5.
take turns—do something one by one in regular order

e.g.:  The students take turns answering the teacher's questions.

There aren't enough computers available, and the students have to take turns.

6.
previous—happening, coming, or being earlier in time or order

e.g.:  He had children from a previous marriage.

7.
knock down—1) strike a person or object to the ground

e.g.: He stepped aside to avoid being knocked down by a cyclist.

      
         2) destroy or remove

e.g.: The house in which the poet was born was knocked down many years ago.

8.
no / little / small wonder—used to express that something is fully anticipated

e.g.: No wonder the Americans are not very good at football. They prefer American football, in which you play with your hands.

El Nino has occurred with increased frequency in recent decades. Little wonder there have been disastrous climate changes.

9.

halfway—at the midpoint between two things

e.g.: I was halfway up the stairs when I heard a knock on the door.

10.
call on—appeal to, require or request (person to do things, etc. )

e.g.: The teacher called on his students for answers.

The mayor called on the people suffering from an earthquake to remain calm.

11.
refer to—talk about or mention, speak about

e.g.:  Although the newspaper article named no names, everyone knew it was referring to the bad behavior of the voted World Footballer of the Year.

     
 The president referred to the economic crisis in Asia in his TV statement.

12.
now (that) —as a result of the fact (that), since

e.g.: 
Now that I've gone to the concert, I understand why young people are so crazy about the superstar.

Now that you're coming of age, you should be responsible for your own behavior.

13.
switch—change, esp. suddenly

e.g.: He is always switching jobs / switching from one job to another.

The hostess skillfully switched the dinner table conversation to a less embarrassing subject.

VI. Assignments 

1 Vocabulary: III，. IV.， V. 

2 Translation: XII. 

Teaching plan for 3-4 periods

I
Teaching aims

· Writing skill: Learn to use time markers
· Listening: To train the students’ ability to understand the general idea of the    listening test and important details.

· Speaking: To give the students more chances to talk about English conversation skills in relation to what they have heard on the tape.

II 
Teaching steps

· Revision 

1. Vocabulary Ex. Check-up: III.; IV.; V. 

2. Translation Check-up

· Writing skill: Learn to use time markers

· Listening

1. Unit Two Part A: Communicative function & listening Strategy

2. Unit Two Part B: How to Improve Your Conversation Skills

· Speaking activity

1. Ask the students to go back to their pairs.

2. Play the dialogues 2 or 3 times and let the students listen and repeat after the    recording.

3. Then ask the students to role-play the dialogues.

4. Ask the students to create their own dialogues by replacing the underlined parts   with their own words.

5. If time permits, select one or two pairs to present their conversations in class.

III．Assignment

Home listening: Unit two, Part C and D

Teaching plan for 5-6 periods

I
Teaching aims

· Reading skill

Recognizing Main Ideas

· Text B explanation：The Power of Words
· Doing exercises in Text B

· Listening

II
Teaching steps

· Revision of key words and phrases

fancy, send out, reflect, distinguish, mature, insight, trait，common to，well-spoken, institution, academic, predict, context，impact…in some cases, as a result, come out, in short…
· Reading skill introduction

A good reader can always recognize the main idea in a piece of writing. While you are reading, you should always ask yourself: Why was this written? What is the main point that the author is trying to make? 

· Text B explanation: The Power of Words
· Exercises in Text B

· Listening

《Listening and Speaking Course》Book I
 Unit 2 Part C

III
Background information

1.
Mark Twain (1835—1910)

Mark Train was the pen name of Samuel Langhorne Clemens, one of the major authors of American fiction. Twain is also considered the greatest humorist in American literature. Twain’s varied works include novels, travel narratives, short stories, sketches, and essays. His writings about the Mississippi River, such as The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Life on the Mississippi, and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, have been especially popular among modern readers. (From the 1998 World Book Encyclopedia)

2.
Dr. Johnson O’Connor & the Human Engineering Laboratory

The Johnson O’Connor Research Foundation, Inc. grew from a testing program begun in 1922 by Mr. Johnson O’Connor for the General Electric Company in Massachusetts. Mr. O’Connor, who had graduated from Harvard University, started working at General Electric because he wanted to learn about engineering. One of his main projects was trying to find ways to increase efficiency in an effort to reduce overall costs. Along with Mr. F.P. Cox, Mr. O’Connor theorized that if people were doing work that was natural to their abilities, efficiency would increase and employees would be more satisfied and productive.

In 1939, the Johnson O’Connor Research Foundation / Human Engineering Laboratory, Inc. was incorporated as a nonprofit educational and scientific organization. Since then, hundreds of thousands of people have found out about their natural abilities and used the information to make career and educational decisions. The Foundation now has eleven offices around the United Sates, as well as a Research Department located in Chicago.

As most people who are familiar with the work of the Foundation know, O’Connor was passionately interested in words, and believed that a large English vocabulary was extremely important in life. As O’Connor expressed it:

An extensive knowledge of the exact meanings of English words accompanies outstanding success in this country more often than any other single characteristic that the Human Engineering Laboratory and the Johnson O’Connor Research Foundation have been able to isolate and measure.



Although Johnson O’Connor died in 1973, his work endures.

3.
Intelligence test & achievement test

Intelligence tests attempt to predict how well an individual will perform in a situation requiring intellectual ability. It usually consists of a standard set of tasks or questions. It enables a student to demonstrate the skills learned throughout the individual’s life, both in and out of school. It does not measure how “bright” a person is. Educators use the term intelligence simply to describe a person’s ability to solve certain kinds of problems typically involved in schoolwork.

Achievement tests try to measure how much an individual has learned about a particular subject, rather than the general ability for learning. Schools use achievement tests more than any other kind of test. Throughout elementary school, high school, and college, most teachers rely on such tests when rating a student’s progress. Special achievement tests are used to license people in such professions as law, medicine, and accounting.

4.
IQ test

Intelligence quotient, or IQ, is a number used to indicate a person’s intelligence. A person’s IQ is based on a comparison of his or her score on an intelligence test with the scores of others on the same test.

Since 1960, all IQ tests have determined IQ by assigning a value of 100 to the average score of those tested. Then the testers assign values above and below 100 to the other scores, depending on how much above or below average the score is.

Teachers use IQ scores to help judge whether children are progressing as well as their ability permits. If a child scores high on IQ tests but does poorly in class, the teacher may try to determine what circumstances keep the child from learning. If a child scores low on IQ tests and is doing poorly in class, the teacher may try to separate learning tasks into smaller or more familiar units. With such help, the child may progress more rapidly. IQ tests can also provide a means of grouping individuals with similar abilities. Classroom instruction can then be adapted to each group of students. Many school authorities use IQ scores to help determine whether to allow a student to be in special courses or programs.

IV
Language points

1. 
fancy—brightly colored; made to please the eye or taste; not plain or ordinary; unusual

e.g.: a fancy restaurant / dress / house / hairstyle



I walk a lot and so I don’t need shoes that are too fancy.

2.
send out—give out from itself; emit; express

e.g.: We all know that the sun sends out heat and light.



The university usually sends out acceptance letters for the fall semester in March.

3. 
It’s true. But...—This is a structure often used to express a different idea.

e.g.:” I think GPA is what matters most to students.” “It’s true. But that doesn’t mean you can cheat to get a higher GPA.”
“Things are a bit different in my country.” “It’s true, but we’re not in your country, are  we?”
4. 
get across—make (sth.) be understood; make clear

e.g.: The teacher used pictures and charts to get across his idea.



He found it difficult to get his Chinese humor across to an English audience.

5.
reflect—show, express, make clear, or be a sign of; throw back (light, heat, sound, etc.)

e.g.: This film has faithfully reflected the social reality of that period.



His political views are reflected most clearly in the book.



The sea reflected back the bright sunlight.

6. 
In some cases—in some situations

e.g.: This kind of virus is very dangerous, and even fatal in some cases.

Of course, in some cases this does not matter so much while in others it can be quite serious.

7. 
as a result—for that reason; coming or happening as a natural consequence

e.g.: There was heavy snow in New York. As a result, our flight was delayed for two hours.

Reforms are taking place in primary education. As a result, most students will have less homework than before.

8.
distinguish—be able to notice and recognize the difference(s) (between two or more people or things)

e.g.: As a journalist, you must learn to distinguish between facts and rumors.



Could they distinguish right from wrong?

9.
come out—(of words, a speech, etc.) be spoken

e.g.: He added the last words without thinking. They just came out naturally.



When the words came out, I knew immediately that I shouldn’t have said that.

10.
have no choice but—have no other way than

e.g.: Having lost their way, the couple had no choice but to stop and wait for someone to pass by and give them directions.


     As you have failed twice in the exam, you have no choice but to learn the course again.

11.
insight—deep understanding; the ability to see into the true nature of sth.

e.g.: I took a class to gain more insight into the art of painting.



My wise grandmother has a great amount of insight.

12.
synonymous—having the same meaning

e.g.: Carpet and rug are often synonymous.



She seems to think that being poor is synonymous with being lazy.



The hotel’s name is synonymous with good service.

13.
trait—element in sb.’s personality; distinguishing characteristic

e.g.: a family trait / a personal trait



Two traits in the American character are generosity and energy.

14.
common to—largely shared by

e.g.: The desire to succeed is common to both children and adults.



Arrangements of this kind are a feature common to most hospitals.

15. 
predict—say in advance that (sth.) will happen

e.g.: The weather forecast predicts rain for tomorrow.



One’s fate is hard to predict.



Economists are predicting a fall in interest rates.

16. 
in short—in a few words; briefly

e.g.:
First, half of those who signed up didn’t show up. Secondly, some didn’t know they should take their own lunch. In short, the picture was almost a total failure.



Things couldn’t be worse, financially: in short, we’re bankrupt.
17.
context—words that come before and after a word, phrase, statement, etc., helping to show what its meaning is

e.g.: Try to guess the meaning of an unknown word from its context.



The reporter took the mayor’s quote out of context and changed his meaning completely.

18.
impact—powerful effect or influence

e.g.: Shakespeare made a notable impact on English literature.



The social and political impact of this movement is yet to be seen.

V  Assignment

Preview Unit Three, Text A
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