Teaching Plan for 21st Century College English

(Book I, Second Semester)

Unit Eight          
Text A: Unwritten Rules

Text B: The Traffic Light: A Brainless Machine

Teaching Aims:

· Key Words and Phrases  

yell, precisely, basis, arrest, security, emotion, extend, location, behave,

raise / lower one’s voice, etc.

· Writing Skill

rhetorical question + clarifies the main point of the paragraph.

· Reading Skill

Distinguishing between facts and opinion

· Structure focus

must have done 

must do

· Word building

1.
-ty

2.
-al, -ful, -less, -ment 

Teaching Difficulties:  
Reading skills: skimming for main ideas

Time Distribution: 
	Periods
	1-2
	3-4
	5-6

	Teaching Task
	Text A
	listening & speaking
	Text B+ reading skill


Teaching plan for 1-2 periods
I 
Teaching aims

· Text A explanation

Organization of Text A

Part I 
para. 1~5 
the first unwritten rule—one cannot scream in the restaurant

Part II
para 6,7,8,9 

other unwritten rules：






2. stop and wait at the red light 

3. every spectators stays in his own seat in the stadium

4. everyone makes good on their debts in the restaurants or coffee shops

5. everyone pays his own time in the parking lot
Part III
para. 10

It's a good sign that everyone is bothered by the scream in the restaurant because it shows that all is well....

· Key words and phrases

II
Teaching Steps:
1.
Show students teaching aims of this unit 

2.
Warming up questions or discussion

3.
Pre-listening 

4.
Detailed explanation of Text A

III
 Background information 

1． Bob Greene

Bob Greene (1947 -- ) is an American journalist, best known as an award-winning columnist for the Chicago Tribune newspaper for 24 years. He is also the author of books on subjects varying from Michael Jordan to small towns to U.S. presidents.

Greene was extremely popular as a writer but he had his critics, largely because of what critics saw as excessive sentimentality and often heavy writing. A Chicago alternative weekly newspaper ran a column called Bob Watch: We Read Him So You Don’t Have To., which made fun of his work.

2. parking meter

A parking meter is a coin-operated device along the street curbs which registers the purchase of parking time for a motor vehicle parked next to it. If the time on the meter has expired, a Notice of Parking Violation (ticket) is issued by traffic officers who check the meters from time to time along the street.


IV
 Warm-up discussion 

1. Did you realize you broke the rule at the moment it happened?

If so, why did you do it?

How did you feel about it?

Were you punished? Why or why not?

2. 
 What can be unwritten rules in your daily life?

3. 
 How will you react if other people violate the unwritten rules?
V 
Language points 

1 
yell—vi. (at) speak or say sth. in a very loud voice 

e.g.: There he was, holding desperately on to a branch, yelling at me to help him.

Kids are yelling in the schoolyard.

2
hang over—remain in the air; be placed above or on top of (sth. Or sb.)

e.g.: Smog used to hang over the city.

An economic crisis is hanging over the country.

3
lower/raise one’s voice—speak more quietly /loudly

e.g.: She lowered her voice and told her friend a secret.

The professor raised his voice so that everyone in the classroom could hear him.

4
precisely — ad. (used to emphasize that a particular thing is completely true or corect) just; exactly

e.g.: This is precisely why I want to see you.

Susan is both active and amiable; she is precisely the person we are looking for.

5
on a …basis—(be done) in a …way; using a …method

e.g.: These people donate their blood on a voluntary basis(=voluntarily).

The results of the experiment are checked on a daily basis(=every day).

When you consider it, you recognize that those rules probably govern our lives on a more absolute basis than the ones you could find if you looked in the law books.

6 as a matter of fact—in fact; in reality

e.g.: I’m going there tomorrow, as a matter of fact.

Nobody wants to miss the opening ceremony; as a matter of fact, they’ve already bought the tickets for it.

7 live by—live according to; behave according to a particular set of rules or ideas

e.g.: He lives by a strict moral code.

Honest labor is the principle we live by.

Cf: get by—just manage to survive and have a fairly satisfactory life

8 make—of sth. be responsible for the success of (sth. Else)使…成功
e.g.: It’s his acting that really makes the film.

The novel made the young writer.

This project will either make you or break you.

9 disintegrated—vi. break into small pieces

e.g.: The box was so old it just disintegrated when I picked it up.

The spacecraft disintegrated as it entered the Earth atmosphere.

10 for one’s sake/for the sake of sth. /sb.)—for the purpose of sth./sb.; for the benefit of sth./sb.

e.g.: You know you are not studying for your patents’ sake. 

For the sake of your safety, please fasten you seatbelt.

11 on hand—available; near and ready to help

e.g.: He had no cash on hand to pay for the rent.

Oliver was frequently on hand for discussion.

12 make good—repay; make up for

e.g.: The policeman told the boy’s parents that the boy must make good the money he had stolen or go to jail.

She promised that she would make good the loss.

13 walk out on sth. /sb.-- leave one’s responsibility for; fail to fulfill

e.g.: You can’t walk out on the contract or you could be taken to court.

His wife walked out on him, and was later seen with another man.

14 no sooner/more than. ——同…一样不
1) neither … nor

2) immediately after

e.g.: They would no sooner send their old mother to the home for the aged than let her stay at home alone.

I could no more do that than you.

He is no more a good player than I am.

Cf: sooner or later —
 eventually; in the end

e.g.: You’ll be sorry for your decision sooner or later. 
15
cover—
(of money) be enough for

e.g.:
A hundred yuan used to cover the monthly expenses of a university student.

The selling price barely covered the cost of the raw materials.

15 pay one’s way—pay for what one wants without having to depend on anyone else

e.g.: He paid his way by acting as a programmer for a bit computer company during the summer vacation.

During the recession, he managed to pay his way by doing odd jobs.

16 tentative —a. (of a suggestion or action) said or done in a careful but uncertain way because one is not sure if he is right; unsure; hesitant

e.g.: He gave a tentative smile.

Our plans are still tentative.(试验性的)

His speech is tentative. (无把握的)

17 more often than not —very frequently

e.g.: There are accidents in foggy days more often than not.

When they dined out, he paid more often than not.

After dinner, more often than not, the family would sit by the fireplace chatting.

VI
Assignments 

1 
Do the exercises after Text A

2 
Preview Text B

Teaching plan for 3-4 periods
I 
Teaching aims

· Writing skill: Using Metaphor
· Listening 

· Speaking

II 
Teaching steps

· Revision 

1. Vocabulary Ex. Check-up: Ex. III-IV

2. Structure Check-up

3. Translation Check-up

· Writing skill: Metaphor
· Listening

1. Unit Eight Part A 

2. Unit Eight Part B 

· Speaking activity

Say something about the topic––What effects do unwritten rules bring to people’s life?

Do you have any idea to stop people’s violation to unwritten rules?

1.
Divide the students in groups and ask them to talk about the topics.

2.
Ask the students to share their ideas about the topics in class.

V 
Assignment

1.
Preview Text B

Teaching plan for 5-6 periods
I 
Teaching aims

· Reading skill

Skimming for main ideas

· Text B explanation 

· Doing exercises in Text B

· Listening

II 
Teaching steps

· Revision of key words and phrases

hang over, at the top of one’s voice, precisely, on a …basis, lower/raise one’s voice, witness, look in, ive by
disintegrate, on hand
hold, make good, walk out on

· Reading skill introduction

· Text B explanation

· Listening

《大学英语听力》第二册 Unit 8 Part C

III
Language points

be subjected to—cause to experience; suffer; be exposed to 

e.g.: everyone interviewed had been subjected to unfair treatment.

The area was subjected to an intense air attack.

IV
Assignment

1.
Do the exercises after Text B

2.
Preview the next unit.

V
References
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4. A Dictionary of Current English Usage
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6. 金山词霸

7. A Comprehensive English Grammar

VI
Reflection

