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Abstract: The islands of Zhejiang Province are rich in flora of seed plants and in types of ever-green broad-leaved
forests occurring in the subtropical region of China, which are suitable for the study of floristic and vegetational ge-
ography. To enrich knowledge of the zonal shrubs of the islands, a field-work on the islands distributed in the East
China Sea was conducted and the floristic characters of dominant species of every layers in the shrubs was analyzed.
The results showed that warm evergreen broad-leaved shrubs was broadly distributed in the islands. Major forms of
the shrubs were Form. FEurya japonica, Form. E. emarginata, and Form. Pittosporum tobira. Based on our floris-
tic analyses of the 120 dominant and frequent species in the shrubs, we found that only Tropical Asian, Sino-Japa-
nese, and Chinese endemic elements emerge in all three layers, including shrub layer, ground layer and inter-
layers. Further analyses of the eight Chinese endemic species showed that the evergreen broad-leaved shrubs on the
Zhejiang islands were floristically subtropical rather than temperate. Several types of secondary deciduous broad-
leaved shrubs at various successional stages, such as Mallotus japonicus shrub, Platycarya strobilacea shrub, and
Rhus chinensis shrub, can also be found among the evergreen broad-leaved shrubs, which may be a result of the

destruction of the original vegetation. As an ideal place for studying the secondary succession and restoration and
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an important place harboring abundant Sino-Japanese floristic elements, the evergreen broad-leaved shrubs on the

Zhejiang islands are of significant importance for the conservation of biodiversity.
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Tab. 1

The disposition in vertical structure of floristic elements of common vascular

plants in the evergreen shrubs in islands of Zhejiang
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