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Phosphorus removal and recovery based on modified sponge iron
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Abstract: In order to remove and recover phosphorus from polluted water, sponge iron was modified for phosphorus removal, and it was further packed
into a filter for continuous phosphorus removal. The methods for phosphorus desorption from saturated sponge iron, activity regeneration and phosphorus
recovery in the form of struvite were also investigated. Results show that the theoretical maximum phosphorus adsorption capacity of modified sponge iron
increased from 4.17 to 18.18 mg-g™'. The saturated sponge iron was regenerated with a 98% activity recovery after treatment using 1 mol - L™! sodium
hydroxide and 6% sulfuric acid sequentially. The filter packed with the modified sponge iron performed well in removing phosphorus during nearly 200
days of continuous operation with a removal percentage of 30% ~90% at influent phosphorus concentration of around 10 mg-L™" and hydraulic retention
time (HRT) of 1 h. The accumulated phosphorus in the sponge iron attained 6.95 kg-m™. Phosphorus could be recovered from the desorption solution
from the sponge iron regeneration in the form of struvite, and a maximum phosphorus recovery of 97.8% was achieved at the optimal conditions of pH=10,
n(Mg*):n(POY ):n(NH} )= 1.3:1:1.The method provides theoretical and practical significance for the removal and recycling of phosphorus from
polluted water.

Keywords: spongy iron; adsorption; phosphorus; struvite
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TR, TR R At 25 5 (00 o T S0 i 4.6% , 4% R
Bt R T EAUEIF R 26.8 a( D304, 2017).

Y, TR E A OR GU AKAL BRAE T 2 DL BR B A
3, W TSR FH IR A ™ FE AN . KA A [T i oo
ENp ) Wi |V aERSIE 5 % T R S 82
(Mayer et al.,2016) , FL3% 3215 YK AR o8 % 7K v (]
B, ¥ 1 B K (Mehta et al., 2015; Zhou et al.,
2017) , UFbazin] (FeatBe) ], SiAThoR S5 e i
K FEE G YY)z — (AL i AR B )R, 2019) .

AR — R BN B AR, B R A 2
FL L HRTIRUR A A IR A 2 il s vk &=
R SR, I HLAS A B Y b 2w 4 B
N BEDUTE R ARk BT 2 T Tk K BR %,
O A 05T 2 W 47 i B A R4 1) W R B e A 2 (
TERFS 20165 BITNHESE 2017 ), (E 140 Bk 17 Bk
PELASRE T LR B PR e, A0 5L T 4 BB UB R
R I [T oS gl = s B AR 5 1 R T . R I , AR SRS T
TR AR R YE T v TR T 1 oM w7 i v 4 4k 1) I R
12 BT T ORI AR AR 0 B IR IR B A
BRBEFRRE , TR0 1T 48 K F A W A 5 vk, DL SO %
PR IS 2 S 264 D7

2 #MPI57FiE (Materials and methods)

2.1 MERFI SR

ASLIG il FH R AR B B R R 4, S
L R A, PN 2 LRI 4R, B A
i, HE Ak B >90% , W H K 2.2 g-om ™ RifR N
5~8 mm. @I 22 SR FH AR R 4 40 O BE I 4 6ok
11 ( HACH-DR600) ; pH HYill 22 R F| PB-10 % fig i
T S A RAER T X SR AR AT (X Pert
PRO MPD, PANalytical ) . 4% 3C /f fiff i %) 26 751 Bk R 0
USSR oAk,

2.2 EREHIIER B Eh 1

SR B3 B X T 20 A el e < 2 8 —F K ip e Vi 4
Bk 3, R BRFRITGIR K 2%, SR 5 R T AR AR IR A
6% RIR W, 754k 0.5 h, W HEIR ), SR 5
EE KM 2= bR TR T 105 CHET
1 h,f5H.

AR BAE S 56 A3 B 4 o oo ) Vi 4 kO
KB T 250 mL HEIEIR R, In AAS [ e 5 1) 3% Wi %8
W 150 mL, FAFRE R E R 25 C LA 150 remin™' 3
JE VSRR , A B — i i [ ] B BRI I TR
B, VTR VR AR AT 11 A B B, 225 1 R o 3k

H 5% TR O 56 L 2 78 A R I B it g T H B A K
TFHR
q=Vyx (€ -C.)/m (1)

K g AL ERERBE B & (mg-g™") sm RIFAR
BRI (g) 5 €, C 30 A i W v h gl ) 400 s AR~ 1 ke
JE(mg- L") 5V IS BRA AR RL(L) .
23 BHEUBREBEWK

10 g BeMEvE 4 88 T 250 mL #EIEI A,
A 100 mL A KH, PO, e i /#1000 mg- L™
VRT, ESER T 12 h, E 2 AR R B 25 ik 34y
L0 AR A, e B SK (1) THA S B
AR I B g

WCE b 3Rk 2 W BFF R A ) v AR ek e R T
R 3 3, A — 2 ARFLY NaOH 1 M i, LA
150 r-min™ HEEEIR (25 °C) ELRY 12 h, 705 -
T, I RE O B €, F A3 T A5 B e VA 2 ik
WAL L g, SRR Z, 5 X6 i e ST 4R 2k 6%
TRERIEAT PG Ak, 2108 5 15 21 1A o 1 ek v 4
Bk TEYS g0 M RS0 25 0 T 3587 i 47 i 2 R 3t
A5 B U B R)F A S A I B i g, BRSO T A R
WA g, R Z, A S R R B TR AR Z,
HHEINEWT .

¢, =VxC/m (2)
Zy =44/ q,0 % 100 (3)
Z. = qa/ q, % 100 (4)

Rt g, B R B (g ) 5 2,4
i 2% 5 72 A P I W B BRI P23 5 V7 S ik R A A
(L) s € MBEF AR R P (mg - L") ;m A AN
MR R BT (g) 5 q, A FRAE 5 B0 I 1P v 40 K
B R (mgeg ™) 5,0 A B AU Vi 403 Bk 198 R
(mg-g™") BEDAFMFEE 3K
24 BEHSBREBESIRRESRBRBELI

T 4R BR R B2 B AR HIA MLB B A 32, N4 10
em, 5 100 cm, RHEFIEITE 60 cm AR, A RE
B 1.7 L8477 O S T .o T B4 T
VAR R 2 U8 R AE ) 25 3% S U 2% 18 8 X Wi 1 25 B
PEfE B BT A8, A58 SR T A8 R 1 kK B
BT, 38k ) R K I A — 2 7B KH, PO, B4
WK, SR 10 mg- L7, 1247 K S5 B it
[B) HRT=1 h,J&BEE 25 C. 4@ LR B TRER,
P 1RIETT, FH 1 mol - L™ & S50 Ab 9 X 163 403 4 14 A7 M
W, SRJE FH 6% e FE SR #E AT FHIE AL, IR PR — )&
100 Sh A BRI 5.
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25 WHEERREWBHESNNRNEERS

N 2.3 5 T BT A ) B F A R VRS & 300 mLL
Bebrrh TS SRS PR 150 v min™',
TR TR VA1 1 P2 A 22 TR p HL 000 5 P R 11l I
B Cy, Fe BB RO A [R) 8E | Wi AUBE R HE, AH BB 10
min AKUCH AR BEER | BN 45 5 B 30 min. DA
PR TP B IR AL A 0. 45 pum 38 50 38, U
EHB AR C IR (S) AR CER 9.4 2 pm
P T IR AR T R 53 B8, T AR UTE T 40 C F1E
T 48 b, PR TR RS Th IR AE.

61 a

—=— 152 mg-L7!
5L —e— 176 mg-L™!
—A— 200 mg-L™!
—w—233mg-L7!

n=1(C, -C)/C,x 100 (5)
A m BB BICR; ¢, €43 Bk B T A R T
WErY B0 46 v BE A AR B 5 26 A )R Y T A R R
(mg-L™") FEZBF h A AL A 3 K.

3 ZERE5iTi8 (Results and discussion)

3.1 BEHBERME N E

3.1.1 WRHIETEX BRI ER R H TS
(AR ERIEAT T Wl W B 20 77 27 X)L 52 35 il 4 4K 1
W2 o 25 ek Bt et [ A2 AL T 1 B s

6[ b

iy

o ar o ar . a —e
< 3F <3r
" —3 E
§ = = 2f —¥— 136 mg-L™!
—&— 164 mg-L!
—4A— 204 mg-L!
' —8— 228 mg-L7!
1 I | 0 1 1 ! 1 1 [
8 10 12 0 2 4 6 8 10 12
it [/ i/
1 IRBHAT EI R BEAR B AR (o RBCMEIEAR R, b BRI BR)
Fig.1 Time curve of phosphorus adsorption with (a.unmodified sponge iron,b. modified sponge iron)
M1 AU SRR B T i By Zetigat.
R O - B O s i) Sy 484 o i 48 o, 280 — Bk ] Je LR S e (6)
T T R R 2 6 b 1A BT T 0. K, C.q,
DA T A0 R B SP-A E5F [B] 0 0 22 4 AR IR B i A i _ s
logg, =logK,+—logC, (7)
n

191 V2 A XoF Wl ) W R R R P, Wl 25 B ARk
90% . FI fiE 2 PR Ay W52 B0 400 100 i 408 2 3 T ) MR BfF it Ao
B BMHBAHRL S FIREZRK, LSS
B WG ER T ( Xiong et al. 2017 ) . il 75 165 40 K 2 1T
W2 BRFASE A A 2L W T 23 0 18 T3k 81 R B .

3.1.2 WMMERLE W SR LRI T WAk
W BT fiE 7 558 B g A 8 v YA ik B 5 3 T I A
2 A ZR (Lai et al.,2016) . Langmuir W% 45 i
2T W o0 551 3 T A2 49 JBT 1% AR B I 43 [) T AH
HAERMAN AR B, R ZE T 5512 W R
45 ;s Freundlich W BfF 45 i =X U 3 ] TR $ B el &
JE BN A2 R 1.2 T R T R R T 4R
B X T 1) W B 46 L £k 43 Ol SR - Langmuir 77 2 1
Freundlich R THIG 00T, 2(6) R Langmuir M
B2 il LM 2L, 20 (7)  Freundlich W B 45 I 2C

P, g, Ay W R A s X6l IR B e (mg - g7 ) €N
TR PR )P A I VR B (mg - L71) g, BRI R
W& (mg - ¢7') 3 K, oM Langmuir W B 3 % 5 5
(Lemg™) ; K W B 3 £ (mg - g™ mg™- L™) ,n
SRy W BB R £

MNP 2 12 1 AT LA H oo Ji s 2 o il 1)
W B9 B0 Ry A 28 A4 W% [, Langmuir A1 Freundlich W
ARSI R R T 0.95, B BR R4 M 4L &
2% K T T B o R (L VAR A Ak B B A AR R A S
Freundlich W% B 253 =X, 22 BHIZ 0/ [ W% i 2k R 4 A
S I BRIk P Ao R b v 4 4 % T T BB A ol e
BRIk 7 A B J AR 1 Jo 2 T, B2 I o A 22
J2 W 65 ) B A A
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Fig.2  Adsorption isotherm of phosphorus by sponge iron (a. Langmuir isotherm,b. Freundlich isotherm)
®1 BREREBRMHENERARESH
Table 1 Isotherm parameters of phosphorus adsorption by iron sponge
Langmuir 7 o 45 Vi 2k Freundlich M Jff 45 5 2k
e s 551 K./ 4/ K/
-1 -1 R? -1 ~1y Un n R?
(L-mg™) (mg-g™") (mg-g™)/ (mg-L7")
ARk 0.01059 4.17 0.9835 0.3407 2.4969 0.9953
ESERERE R 0.004205 18.18 0.9565 0.1851 1.3701 0.9647
M\ Langmuir W B 25 i 28R 50 X6 it 405 2k R4 T 2 _
PR AT D4R v T 4k i R R B A =, O R RIS 100%F .
SRR 4,17 mg- L7 B 37151 18,18 70
mg- L™ $2 5 T 335%. SUTE 5 T AR R W R 8 D 1Y 80% 1
P Th F T TR kM S A R R T A i 2 Y o
BREEALY) , BRI 11 22 (0 T (L AR S 48 Sz B B 4 5
Ty KA U AR R AR T I 1 A2 3G 0. Freundlich W 20% 1
SRR n SR AOXE S BRI AT O, SRR S 0 X
KT 1, RUIBPEA B AW B RE , W R 2% T it 4T 20% 1
(Wang et al. ,2013).
3.2 BHRENBREEEWL O ol 2mol- L' 1molLl 2mol-L-l 35% 6%
NaOH NaOH  HCI HCl  H,S0, H,S0,

B B AR IR 2R 10 o EAT R4, FAE
4330 H, SO, W HCL R (mol - L7') #1 NaOH %
W (mol - L"), FFAE W Y H, SO, ¥ HCL ¥ W %
NaOH ¥R 19 N (] ¥ J32 P A Y80 fifk WO 36 19 55 i) DAL,
3.

M 3 B4Rl LA H, H, SO, i HCL
JUF- WA X Wl 79 58 BAS i W BB 77 52 mol - L™ Y NaOH
VRS VRN P JOE R A W R e A2, (HAH L T 1 mol - L7
Y NaOH %5 ¥ 1Y) fiff W 2 48 TH A . 25 B 25 R
1 mol - L™ ) NaOH ¥ W& A A i W i T LAk 2R3N
2 () TA

WA IS 3 1 AT P A DA A2 96 4 42k 1 %

B3 AEFEE3 M ES kR a
Fig.3  Desorption of saturated modified sponge iron by different

solutions

BRHPERE , AN RV 04 P AL RCR AN TAT 4 7R R k4T
T 1A P 200 2 W T 375 12 S 0 Y T ) 33.8% , B Wi
FERE T AH EL AT IR TR 20 Bk 2 35 T W AT L TR 1R, B R
MIEALRCR B, 6% H, SO, BEAT i Vi 43 2 7
WALIE , HTG L3RI 1k 98.2% , 4Rk m WL e 1
R KA.

A R EEM R F R, N = BA
AR BRBEAL R, i REAT - DI 47 B3 Wi A B AL
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Fig.4 Reactivation ability of sponge iron after desorption by

different solutions

il 0 B T K T AT K S, SRR AR R A f
SN A S MEE PEAYEL i FePO,  Fe, (PO, ), %5 (Du
et al. ,2017) ; 8K F3i 1k 7K A B B A 207 A i A
KL 2R S A, SRR EL kA gy
THAE (ZEAREE,2013) , 1A 20 (8) Fim ; @Rtk
M G H RS A5 A BT IEHL, NI 54 i

TR R, BT R M S — A RN
A DAL £R 8 A (R 4E 2015) T4
BRAEANTR) 0 S8 AR J5E A B A B8 AR FE 2 2 i 7
TR R, A 98 08 R AN [) 225 T) (o7 5 1) 1 2 K
LT B 1) SO 2o B 0] BEAS [R) , AR F 5% A X L
VEZ — 43 Br. 40 H U6 4 Bk 3R 10 45 A 10 Bk 32 2 L
FePO, Fe,(PO,), R 3, ISR FH R nT LUK g iz R
ARG R IR T 2 %o T 248 K R T R B ) O 1 e i %
RAR, AN 1%, H It 4 DB 165 2 2% i B 1) 8% T 3R
FePO, Fe,(PO,),H F. AR, FIH NaOH %5 fit
I 0 R R i 95.5% ,OH™ i) LABE IR T i 4 4 e i
BCALR S BERR SR AR 25 5 MRS OH™ 51 43 4 3 1
45 G 0 B R S A W BRE R AL, B B B R ok
(Almeelbi et al. ,2012) . i AT LAAI A5 HE T #5245
VA R SR T (1) 2 2 5 Wy 3 e T A7 52 4 A T 485
G SR AHIE ST B R 1 R ZEAL. X 5 Wen X
YK T A R 5 B AL BE (9 BIF 5T (Wen et al., 2014 )

HATH.
3.3 BRGSREELRITREEMR

AR A T BRIAEB D8R R4, il i 3 4k

“H . TR e 2 = SN 511 7 oI BN R 0 S DS Ma oY R T
b TR A R BT ) 1] S s > N
o BB PR AR 25— 2 A i LR B ( SRRk H 45 ,2015) SRR S EFTI R CE LA 5.
_ HRT=1h ¥ 4k _
. : itk J100%
P —— ik
l‘w‘y L . e ERE 80%
= ! : ”“&Aﬁt“\‘.flf,‘l;. iR 1.
Z “M% it Vlf Ll e oo
£ Aa T A0 1 sk 1f40% 3
= 1mﬂm i %AM’- &
g 8 " 120%
o0
5 " if
™ . o
sk N : - 7 ¥ +{-20%
f X
; L +-40%
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BRI/
E 5 BHE%KSREEERINEREE

Fig.5 Continuous operation of phosphorus removal by sponge iron infiltration column
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M, Mizf7 2% 18 d, i LR R TRIFRZE S 50%

KeAi s T EHE 43 d MRUCR A NaOH Al H, SO, % 16
YRERIB UB IR EAT IR B A O S Ak, R I Ak 20T iy
PR IB T B B G R G BRBEBE I, Wt

—

FBRRATIRE] 90% LA I Hi 5 I RS AT, B 22 B R
W TR, 4247 100 d B, B R BRERE T R E 2 60%.
SAHAR LG, B 2 B 2T R AR 12, Ui W]
P I AR5 8 DK bR W R S i A TR T A AT
FIRE IR, B A e R TR 0 A Ao A 1 TR 40 4k 3 g
AT T Z2 R B P 7 A5 2B 4T 2 240 d, BB IR
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% 40 %

FEANBETIBE 1B 08 PR AL B3 Wl 1] K B 258 LA A A
£ 120 g-d ™ m™  BELR A L BREE 30% ~ 90%. Fi A 5
O TR 20k SRR B o TR 3 43709 mg, B0 25 AR
IR E] 6.95 kg-m AR ERB IR IR R I Y
HELLERBERE 1, I BE 98 A RO B s A I, TR A
PR 7 2R DU RACVR 5205 08 IR 1 B 6 1k g 78 52 B
NIRRT BRIES B R T AR Ry R T2 i kb
LI I RS NI IRLTS 2 IR 3 = Y iR U s e
v KK SR [R) A [T A .

34 BAEROWEHINEER

341 pHX#EEIERW I AR ERY], &
AR A RUFIIWER BN & S ERE, T — 20K i
W J A TSR, A S 085 1 DA P2 W
B IS 2 A B Tk B e H 4T pH Al Mg™ |

100% ».

40%

20%L—1 5 vy oy

100%

BT

70%

60% 1 L 1

100%

PO} NH; $5 B IR B X P A R VAR5 [ A 238 %) 5% i
B3 A R N 1 F BN T RO
Mg* +NH;+P0O} +6H,0—MgNH,PO,6H,0 |
(11)
MR Ak S g J B 78 5 A T Wl R 3k 09 2 i
POIE 2 1 R 5 EEER Y Mg™ (PO Rl NHj kB
TR T W A= ) MgNH, PO,» 6H,0 (134 FE FLRY
B, 3k B A i FUR A S S A R 5 2 A A R DT TE
(Tansel et al.,2018) . 5K pH A& B 384
(A 73 B ROy, (H pH 2352 T 2 1 1 3% 0 1 4%
Tl 7E 7K 3k 217 A 1 A7 76 B 28 B BE (Lee
et al.,2003) . 24 A JF A 5 B 1N 826 mg - L7
n(Mg™*):n (PO} ):n(NH])=1:1:1, K[E pH FH4
TRV ) W [ SR AN BT 6a 7S

b.
{/+,}
90% - /
% —1
=
= 80% |-
&
70% | {
60%L—1 v oy
0.9:1 1:1 1.1:1 1.2:1 1.3'1 1.4:1
n(Mg*):n(PO}")
et

0.9°1 1:1

L1°1

1.2:1

n(NH}):n(PO3")

B 6 pH(a) Mg*3ZE(b)Fn NH} #28 (c) x5 E K= 2200

Fig.6 Effect of pH(a), Mg?* dosage(b) and NH} dosage(c) on phosphorus recovery

Kl 6a W1 UG pH X P A I W 5 354 TR
(A RE IR AR SC B0 o A b R B, MR & pH<8 B, JLF-
WA UIER =4 ; BEE pH (3N, FF 46 B A At
T, W 000 [0 WA 25 528 97 T v B SR I A v e [ AT SR A
pH=11 BHAE K, N 93.2% , {H &K BLILTEY F il

IFLBECRYI T, 5 pH =9~ 10 BT 58] 8 22 591, 20
ATRESR A T B3 A AN R = W, R 3 ORI =
A3HT ARG E T X — A5 L BEE TR, 2 pH R
10~ 11 i}, [F 2 &4 N MgNH, PO, H i 85 3k | 2B ik
EXEAR Mg, (PO, ), ;24 pH>11 I 44 Mg( OH)
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A (A ERNIAE  2002) . pH> 12 BF %89 P A B 1)
SRR J AN F R TR, AR T4 S 3 A
ZRAHRE, Y pH =10 B, FR VS I i /b, H g [ Ui A
WS ZEA R s, b NI S 35 A 1Y e fd: pH.

342 HEHRMEMNEMW B ABON RS X
7 A 5, A2 B S 2 ) Mg™ (PO NH; 1Y
FRISEE IR EL R 111 (H P AR PR R I R o 38 M R 2
B RR BS k BESFICE , Mg™ PO TIRETE R
o7 FR AR B DLTE P, PR 5 1 in R S - R
i, (AT T 1) A% 2, 4 e el iR 45 pH =
10,2 (PO ) :n(NH;) = 1:1, 248 Mg™ B &, Ha%
i X [ s i A ] b s

R Mg £, B ISOR Rl 2 4R L Y
n(Mg™):n (PO} ) FLAEM 0.9 3 hn % 1.3 A, 8 [Tk
FM 69.4% I T+ 2 93.4% , YLIH Y n(Mg™ ):
n(POY ) <1.3 B A il 5 28 A S W AT R L s
LR TE Mg FEIE 2 1.4:1, B CRIF R A 1 i
PEwm, UL B Me™ i, 5 e B R AR R
BIOUIHE. I, n (Mg™ ) :n (POT) MY SR ARSI L
Bl 1.3:1.

343 SRLMEHEI 6 L6
n(Mg™):n (PO ) 1.3:1,pH =10, B A8 & A £ n
i, AT HBE RN 52 (K 6c) A5 ER M Bl
FABN R BN, Wl R A T (S
JEBEHFEAR. 2 n (NH]) :n (POY ) HL{E A 0.9 =
LB, B EDSCR I 76.3%$E T 2 96.3% , ML J5 4k 24
I B 8 SRR T I AN 32 A ER R AN
SV LR A R, el n (NH ) :n (PO )
M1.1:1.

344 EBEKIE A LARBFIEIERL L AR A
TR TSN E AT T 2 4R 45 2R UL K]
7. A Y n(Mg® ) :n (POT ) :n (NH) M 1:1:1 42
T2 1.3: 10101 B, BRI B W T 4R T &
1421 <120 B0 TR K pH 2 I 29185 11T
BN TN E, e itk T2 444 8. pH=10,
n(NH}):n(PO} )= 1.1,n(Mg* ):n(PO} )= 1.3.

345 SN EREERWENET, 00T
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