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Abstract: Objective To investigate parents’ knowledge of rotavirus (RV) and its pentavalent oral vaccine in
Songjiang district of Shanghai and factors influencing parents’ willingness to vaccinate their children.  Meth-
ods From November 21 to December 11, 2018, random cluster sampling and self-designed questionnaire were
used to effectively survey a total of 1 962 parents. Descriptive analysis, single factor analysis and multiple-
factor analysis were conducted. Results Among all of the 1 962 parents, only 55.05% (1 080/1 962) and
39.04% (766/1 962) had heard of rotavirus and pentavalent oral rotavirus vaccine before this survey, and
80.02% (1 570/1 962) were willing to vaccinate their children with pentavalent oral rotavirus vaccine. Par-
ents who, ever heard of rotavirus, consider prevention is more important than treatment for any diseases, con-
sider vaccination is the most important means for disease prevention, consider vaccine effectiveness is the key
factor to influence vaccination and support domestic vaccine popularization, were more willing to let their chil-
dren to be vaccinated. Most parents were willing to afford less than 500 Chinese yuan and they hoped the gov-
ernment and medical insurance could participate to partially cover the cost. If the vaccine could be included in
the national immunization programme, it would probably prompt parents to let their children to be vaccinated.
Conclusions The awareness of parents in Songjiang district of Shanghai on rotavirus and pentavalent oral

rotavirus vaccine needs to be improved, although their vaccination willingness is acceptable.
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