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Abstract ; Rhododendrons are world famous plants for their high ornamental values. After breeding for
hundreds of years, there are over 30 000 cultivars all over the world. Although China has abundant
germplasm resource of Rhododendron , there is a big gap in the Rhododendron horticulture between China and
the developed countries. One of the most important reasons lies in the fact that the classification and
nomenclature of Rhododendron cultivars in China are greatly confused, which seriously hinders the further
application and development of Rhododendron. This paper summarizes the achievements and insufficiencies
on the classification of Rhododendron cultivars in China in recent years, and put forward the future research
focus and direction. The analysis shows that the combination of plant systematics and parent source
information of cultivars is the foundation to establish a scientific cultivar classification system of
Rhododendron. In addition, using molecular biology techniques and numerical taxonomy on morphological
characteristics are also important research directions.
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