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Causedness vs. Non-causedness in Xiang Dialect in Miluo City,

Hu’nan Province
CHEN Shanging & SHI Qisheng

Abstract In Xiang dialect in Miluo city, Hunan province, two categories, causedness and
non-causedness, are identified and encoded respectively by [tsied] 7E and [towr~1] #|/[kua
towr1] BEH%E], the two types of locative prepositions and durative aspectual markers. This paper
argues that the contrast is accounted for by their respective etymological origins, i.e. two
functionally different verbs. The categorical meaning of causedness can be explained by the
retention of the meaning of the verbs [tow~1] #| and [kua tow~] B F| during the
grammaticalization.

Key words Xiang dialect in Miluo city in Hu’nan province, locative preposition, durative

aspect, zai T, causedness, non-causedness, grammaticalization
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