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The Crimean War, the Eastern Question and the Restructuring of the Vienna
System

SUN Xingjie (61 )

The Crimean War was a conflict between the British-led alliance and Russia in the heart of the

European continent, which resulted in the “internalization” of the Eastern Question and broke

the peace of the Vienna System. Eventually the Eastern Question became a turning point in the

“century of peace”. The Crimean War implied the end of the tacit cooperation between the two

flanked countries of Europe, while the Vienna system shifted from the “Metternich Era” to the

“Bismarck Era”. The war between the two countries has crushed the geopolitical equilibrium

of Eastern Europe, thus triggered a chain reaction of the “Italian Question” and the “German

Question”. The key that maintaining European peace for a century has transferred from the

European balance of power to overseas expansion, bringing the world into “the Age of Empires”.

The Crimean War was the first European great war triggered by the “Eastern Question”, by

which the Ottoman Empire was officially brought into the European international system. The

booming of nationalism and the deterioration of relations between Russia and Austria made the

Balkans becoming the “black hole” of the European system as well as a “gunpowder barrel”

of the European wars. The Crimean War virtually ended the coordination mechanism of the

European great powers established by the Vienna Conference, leading to the restructuring of

Vienna system.

An Interpretation of Liu Wencai’s Phenomenon with the Theory of Bandits
LIU Wei (74)

In Liu Wencai’s political career, he had the behavior of both “draining the pond to catch the fish”
and bringing benefit to the hometown. From the perspective of “Bandit Theory”, his inconsistent
behavior was in line with the basic characteristics of the “mobile bandits” and “resident
bandits”. During the period of the Republic of China, many warlords realized the transformation
from “mobile bandits” to “resident bandits”, which also became a prerequisite for the emergence
of various “modernization achievements” at that time. However, none of them have been able to
further transition to democracy. In this sense, the achievements of modernization in the period

of the Republic of China should not be overestimated.

Investigation on Female Suicide in Tianjin County from 1902 to 1911
TIAN Tao (83)

The reports of Ta-Kung-Pao on female suicide in Tianjin County in the late Qing Dynasty
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