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Confirming the Qualified Plaintiff in the Civil Public Interest
Litigation on Marine Environment

ZHANG Xiao-ping, ZHENG Peng
(Law School, Hainan University, Haikou 570228, China)

Abstract: In order to promote the civil public interest litigation on marine environment smoothly, the key is to
correctly understand and apply the stipulations in Clause 2, Article 89 of the Marine Environmental Protection
Law of the PRC. This clause is not stipulated particularly for the qualified plaintiff in the civil public interest
litigation on marine environment, but supplementary. The qualification of the plaintiff in the civil public interest
lawsuit on marine environment should follow the general principles in the Civil Procedure Law of the PRC, the
Environmental Protection Law of the PRC and their judicial interpretations. Marine environmental administrative
institutions, social organizations, procuratorates can be considered the qualified plaintiffs. When it comes to the
marine environmental pollution and sabotage of ecological resources, the litigation plaintiff should be led by the
marine environmental administrative institutions, assisted by the social organizations and supervised by the procu-
ratorate.

Key words: public interest litigation on marine environment; qualified plaintiff; procuratorate; social organization
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