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On the Assistance Obligations of Evidence

Investigations in Civil Public Interest Litigations
Wang Qi
( Law School of Hainan University Haikou Hainan 570228)

[Abstract JCompared with traditional litigations public interest litigations show a series of distinctive features
which also puts forward special requirements for the evidence methods in the litigation process. The evidence investi—
gation system in China’ s civil litigation has not been specifically designed for public interest litigation which has led
to many problems exposed in practice. However German and Japanese legislations on assistance obligations of evi—
dence investigations have value for reference for China. The current Civil Procedure Law and judicial interpretations
contain some rough provisions concerning the assistance obligations of evidence investigations but cannot meet the
needs of handling civil public interest litigations brought about by profound social changes. Thus relevant provisions
need to be further revised refined and developed. Judging from the perspective of norms it is necessary to clarify
the applicable conditions of the assistance obligations of evidence investigations in China’ s civil public interest litiga—
tion accurately demarcate the legal forms of the assistance obligations of evidence investigations and improve the
design of norms. At the same time the sanctions for violating the assistance obligations of evidence investigations also
need to be specified.

[Key words Jpublic interest litigations; evidence investigations; assistance obligations of evidence investiga—

tions



